
RICHMOND TOWN BOARD
REGULAR MEETING

RICHMOND FIRE HALL
MAIN STREET

HONEOYE, NY 14471
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2010 / 7:00PM

Members Present:
Supervisor Ralph Angelo
Council Member Gary Hubble
Council Member Stephen A. Barnhoorn
Council Member Thomas Gendreau
Council Member John Chrisman

Special Guests:
Dr. Bruce Gilman
Dr. Stephen Souzza
Jack Starke
162 Residents and Guests

7:00PM Supervisor Angelo called the meeting to order.

Supervisor Angelo then introduced Dr. Gilman, Dr. Souzza, and Mr. Starke.

Summarizations include but are not limited to the following:

7:05 Dr. Bruce Gilman presented detailed information regarding Honeoye Lake, the blue-green 
algae outbreak of this 2010 summer, and its causes. The naturally occurring algae has become 
increasingly common throughout the northeast. It responds to warm water, sunlight, phosphorous, 
and calm, stagnant water. This summer’s Honeoye Lake surface temperature reached 87 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Dr. Gilman addressed the imbalance of phosphorous as an important key to algae 
growth, particularly from external sources (i.e. topographical fertilizers.) There is no simple 
solution or quick fix to this problem.

7:25 Dr. Stephen Souzza spoke about the regional blue-green algae bloom that took place from 
Vermont to Virginia. Again, phosphorous was referred to as a substantial cause for the algae 
growth. The alum treatment that has been used on the lake is specifically to control internal loading 
of phosphorous and is fairly effective. It is not a “silver bullet” to manage the lake. Important 
points: it doesn’t take a lot of phosphorous to support the algae, cyanobacteria survive, and weather 
events have greatly contributed to the problem.

7:35 Jack Starkey identified the entities that have shared responsibility for Honeoye Lake:
New York State
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation – Division of Fisheries
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Town of Richmond
Town of Canadice
Honeoye Valley Association
Honeoye Lake Watershed Task force

A Honeoye Lake Watershed Management Plan has been developed that has prioritized 76 action 
items for the lake. Of the nineteen highest priority issues, lake friendly lawn programs and no-
phosphorous fertilizer were near the top. There are many steps to be taken to manage even the 
smallest areas that contribute to protecting or harming the lake. The shallowness of Honeoye Lake 
allows the detrimental effects of phosphorous to thrive. We need reasonable expectations as we 
attempt to manage the lake.

7:53 Questions from the public were then fielded by all three guests. Summarizations include but 
are not limited to the following:

Q: What are the next steps in reducing algae in Honeoye Lake?
A: Everything that can be done to reduce the external loading of phosphorous into the lake must be 
done. The internal load is being well managed.

Q: Would aeration fountains be helpful in reducing the blue-green algae?
A: They would have a localized and limited effect as well as being extremely costly ($250,000 for a 
lake the size of Honeoye.)

Q: Should the use of flares and fireworks be eliminated, or at least a concentrated effort made to 
clean up after use? 
A: Flares and fireworks contain phosphorous. They should definitely be cleaned up after use. LED 
flares are a good alternative. Alternatives to the “Ring of Fire” are worth considering.

Q: Is mechanical harvesting of weeds a leading contributor to the algae problem?
A: The scientific evidence says it is not.  

Q: Should lake residents be drawing water for personal use from the lake?
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A: After samples taken on 8/29/10, the 9/13 response from the New York State Department of 
Health does not have a definitive answer. Basically, use at your own risk. Watch for algal bloom 
and steer clear. It is suggested the lake water never be used for drinking, even if treated.

Q: If the water treatment company test comes back clean is it okay to use and drink the water?
A: Routine testing does not include tests for the toxins in the types of bacteria involved in the algae 
outbreak.

Q: What should be done with seaweed that washes in. it stinks and may be covered with the blue-
green algae.
A: Dr. Gilman wears a wet suit, gloves, rakes it onto shore, lets it dry and uses it for garden mulch.

Q: Do weed mats successfully control weeds?
A: Yes, however the NYSDEC requires they are removed seasonally.

There was animated discussion regarding the weir, its effectiveness/detriment to managing the lake 
level. Strong opinion exists on both sides of this issue.

Q: Are shallow wells affected by the algae?
A: Wells 16 feet deep and 100 feet from shore are probably okay. Routine water testing, however, 
does not routinely test for cyanobacteria.

An explanation was given regarding the difference between shallow water treatments of algae 
versus deep water treatment of algae.

Q: Can the Town of Richmond test and notify the public when it is safe to use the water?
A: Dr. Gilman believes the town can do this. Dr. Souzza emphasized a coordinated effort to 
research who can process these tests, and that a monitoring program needs to be in place.

A resident spoke up about people taking matters into their own hands by dumping chemicals, and a 
variety of things into the lake to control their own areas and the negative effect this is having on the 
lake. He would like a flier placed on residents' doors to educate the public each season.

Q: Does harvesting weeds release phosphorous?
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A: If no weeds were harvested, the total load would be 400 pounds. The harvester removes 200 
pounds. Some phosphorous is released but there is a net decrease.

Q: Is it safe to swim off a boat in the middle of the lake?
A: Check the intensity of the blue-green algae. Early in season, probably okay. August, probably 
not okay.  It is a judgement call.

Q: At times the County and Town Highway Departments have left loose dirt during construction 
repairs or projects. Should there be more training?
A: Training sessions for Highway Superintendents are one important factor in successfully 
managing the lake and do exist.

There is a general feeling from the public that the water should be tested regularly, and some 
residents of East Lake Road would like to see public water available on that road.

9:54 Honeoye Lake session ended, short break before regular meeting.

10:15 Regular meeting begins.

Resident Sharon Coon addressed the board regarding starting a petition to bring town water down 
East Lake Road. Council Member Hubble stated we would have a report on this issue at the next 
regular Town Board Meeting.

Wendy Krause reported to the board regarding the Honeoye Public Library. 2,358 people attended 
the Friday Night Concerts. It was a very successful summer music program. $66,000 received in 
grant money was used for repairs to the library including a new roof, windows, furnace and 
lighting. 

Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to approve the minutes of 8/10/2010, 8/24/2010, and 
9/7/2010.
Council Member Hubble 2nd.
All in favor.

Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to approve the Audit of Town Bills in the amount of 
$185,054.70
Council Member Hubble 2nd.
All in favor.
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Planning Board report from Ed Jackson reminder that the joint Zoning Board/Planning Board/ 
Town Board meeting is 10/1/2010 at 7:00 PM. Due to the recent planning board resignation, the 
alternate representative will fill in and the position will be advertised for the 2011 cycle. 

Council Member Barnhoorn passed out a Confidentiality Agreement for vendors doing business 
with the town for the board members consideration.

Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to accept the resignation of Bill Woods from the Town of 
Richmond Planning Board. 
Council Member Hubble 2nd.
All in favor.

10:27 Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to go into Executive Session to address current 
litigation.
Council Member Hubble 2nd.
All in favor.

10:40 Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to exit Executive Session and resume regular meeting.
Council Member Hubble 2nd.
All in favor.
No action was taken in executive session.

10:43 Council Member Hubble motioned to adjourn.
Council Member Barnhoorn 2nd.
All in favor.

Next regular meeting will take place on the scheduled date of October 12, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the 
Richmond Town Hall.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Grace, Deputy Town Clerk        
September 21, 2010


