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RICHMOND TOWN BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING/ HYDRAULIC FRACTURING MORATORIUM 

TOWN BOARD/PLANNING BOARD/PARK COMMITTEE MEETING 

RICHMOND TOWN HALL 

8690 MAIN STREET 

HONEOYE, NY 14471 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2011/ 6:30 PM 

Present: 

Council Member Gary Hubble 

Council Member Stephen Barnhoorn 

Council Member Thomas Gendreau 

Council Member John Chrisman 

Supervisor Ralph Angelo 

 

Planning Board Chair Ed Jackson 

Planning Board Member Mike Weidner 

 

56 Residents and Guests 

 

Public Hearing for a Moratorium on Hydraulic Fracturing Town Board/Planning Board/Park 
Committee 
 
Supervisor Angelo made comments before he opened the hearing. 
He stated that the NYSDEC has extended the comment period on the present state moratorium 
on hydraulic fracturing until January. The Ontario County Board of Supervisors has directed the 
County to investigate a county law. Tonight is not the time to debate a Town moratorium. We 
need to allow the County time to evaluate this. 
 
Supervisor Angelo opened the floor for public comment. Summarizations include, but are not 
limited to the following: 
 
Council Member Barnhoorn said he has been in contact with Town Attorney Russ Kenyon. We 
cannot pass a moratorium until the county passes a local law. The time pressure has been 
alleviated with the extension of the comment period at the state level. Council Member 
Barnhoorn encouraged everyone to be patient. A moratorium is for investigation, 
understanding all sides is the biggest challenge. 
 
Council Member Gendreau thanked everyone for coming. He said he is hearing this for the first 
time as well as everyone else. He wondered if it is premature to start a committee researching 
the issue even though we don't have a moratorium. 
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Supervisor Angelo said it should be after the County meeting. He would like to reopen the 
Public Hearing after we get some sort of answer from them. He suggested a date between 
December 14 and January. 
 
Resident Don Coleman 
White Road 
Mr. Coleman had proposed a moratorium after seeing the move "Gasland." The Town of 
Richmond must protect the residents' drinking water. The movie cites 10 studies from January 
of 2010 to May of 2011, and 2 venues. There is also an article in the New York Times. Both 
documents are available at the frackfreegenesee.com website. The government wants to speed 
up development. Until now drilling was safe. But slick water hydro-franking is different. There is 
no large scale way to decontaminate water if it becomes polluted. The gas companies are 
exempt from the Federal Clean Water Act. These wells are freaked several times, using more 
chemical fluids each time. The job creation is overstated, as well as the boon to the economy. 
We need to refuse to lease land until new methods are safe. We have 267 signatures in support 
of a moratorium on hydraulic fracturing in our town. 
 
Resident Mary Jo Watson encouraged people to contact the Governor. 
 
Resident Sandra S. 
Ms. S. stated that Hydro-fracking exposes people to cancer. The byproducts cause cancer, 
learning disabilities, and neurological issues. There is long term contamination to land, air, food, 
and water. 260 types of chemicals are used and many are toxic. We need a moratorium. She 
wondered if it would be a ban or merely regulation. 
 
Resident Mark Olsen 
Mr. Olsen is in favor of a moratorium. He stated we need to learn what needs to be regulated. 
We need to expand natural gas energy. There is a lot of emotion in this issue. He has been 
working in Pennsylvania. There are a lot of jobs in this field. It does not seem to be regulated 
and Pennsylvania has seen the drawbacks. He would be in favor of a 3 or4 month moratorium, 
a year is too long. He is in favor of research. Banning it altogether is a bad idea. 3 or 4 months 
should be long enough to investigate. 
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Resident Nancy Coleman 
Ms. Coleman stated there are documented health issues. She is concerned about the chemicals 
that are left behind. The state must address this and designate a way to dispose of them safely. 
There are a great number of chemicals that include carcinogens and mutagens. The long term 
health effects are unknown. Extensive air and water monitoring are needed. In the House of 
Representative's study, 1774 NYSDEC members said " no fracking way." there is a lack of staff in 
the DEC to regulate the industry. The decisions we make will affect the next 7 generations. 
 
Resident Mary Boyd 
Purcell Road 
Ms. Boyd said that farming is the economic lifeblood of the Finger Lakes. Her farm grows 
organic blueberries and beef cattle. Local farms grow so many things including grapes which are 
a big part of our region. Farmers need clean, fresh water and food soil. Organic is not 
compatible with chemicals. If hydraulic fracturing destroys our water, farming will be lost. Once 
the chemicals are in the soil and water they cannot be removed. The jobs in farming and the 
local economies will not come back. The jobs in the gas company pale in comparison. Farming 
and drilling do not mix. 
 
Resident Adam Frick 
East Lake Road 
The issue of hydraulic fracturing is all new to him. He stated that we live in a beautiful place, we 
are blessed. It would be a travesty for our fields and woods to be replaced by gas wells. We 
need to do anything to keep these from our homes. As a business owner, it would be so 
detrimental. We need to protect ourselves, our homes, and the land we love. This is an 
opportunity to affect our children's future. It is not our right to let this slip through our fingers. 
 
Resident Len Wildman 
County Road 33 
Mr. Wild man stated that we are the moratorium committee. We don't know the answer. We 
don't know where the water is coming from or where it's going to go. We don't know what 
damage it will cause or what chemicals are used? We need to study where the sand is coming 
from, how much noise there will be, how much traffic there will be. We don't know about any 
of this. We are concerned about increased stress, noise pollution, agricultural effects, tourism, 
and more. Where will the gas be used? There will be a temporary increase in employment, but 
where does that go when they are done? We don't think there is adequate information about  
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these effects. We would like a 1 year moratorium to give enough time to study the problem.  
These are questions for the Zoning Board, Planning Board. How can we minimize the effect of 
hydro-fracking ? 
 
Resident Dave Anderson 
Pierpont Road 
Mr. Anderson is from Pennsylvania. Hydraulic fracturing has completely changed the area 
there. He works with them. Canandaigua passed an 18 month moratorium. 3 months is too 
short. The big problem is the support network for the process. There is a negative impact from 
the support. He is in the trucking business. He could have hundreds of trucks working for the 
gas companies. If a committee is formed, travel to Pennsylvania. He is well informed and would 
like to help. 
 
Resident Mike Pellittiere 
He would be in support of a moratorium with an end date, not open ended. He would like 
everyone to review the information, both sides. Eliminate the emotion. The SGEIS covers a 
huge aspect of this. It is comprehensive and even covers the greenhouse gases form the trucks 
and generators. He is not an engineer, but there is a lot of information in that document. He is 
impressed with the DEC about who is in charge. Local jurisdiction has the final say. He has 
looked at sites in Pennsylvania; post reclaim sites that have a well head with a tank next to it. 
The SGEIS geological profile is very precise and there is minimal impact to this area. We need to 
do our best to understand both sides without the emotion. 
 
Resident Aaric Lesperance 
East Lake Road 
Mr. Lesperance stated that as previously pointed out, drilling has been going on for 21 years 
and wanted to know why this is an issue now. He asked if people know what is in their food. 
Much of our food is chemically engineered. He also pointed out that hydraulic fracturing brings 
jobs and helps the local economy.  
 
Resident B. 
Canandaigua 
A revised report has been released within the last couple of months. People should read the 
report and see what it is about. The DEC points out most of the dangers. They say how they are 
going to regulate it. This is the problem; they just say we have to have regulations. Where he  
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had previously lived, Ford had a plant. They contracted with a company to dispose of toxic  
waste. It was dumped in a stream that fed Greenwood Lake. It became a superfund. What are 
they going to do with the water laced with chemicals? The problem with putting it in ponds, it  
will overflow with rain. You can't just say regulation from the DEC. Nature doesn't always follow 
DEC regulations. Unless the DEC has their reps watching the filling of trucks when they separate 
all of this stuff, who knows what is happening with it? We all know there are people that are 
going to cut corners. He recommended that everyone go to decny/hydrofracking for that 
report. (SGEIS) 
 
A resident asked if we could vote on this in case it goes past January 11. 
 
Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to adjourn the Public Hearing for a Moratorium on 
Hydraulic Fracturing. 
Council Member Gendreau 2nd. 
All in favor. 
 
7:23 PM 
 
Supervisor Angelo called for a 10 minute recess. 
 
7:33 PM 
 
Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to convene the joint Town Board/ Planning Board/Park 
Committee Meeting Council Member Gendreau 2nd. 
All in favor. 
 
17 Residents and guests 
 
Planning Board Chairman Ed Jackson 
Planning Board Member Mike Weidner began the agenda. 
 
(Hard Copy Park Committee Documents here) 
 

 

 



6 
 

RICHMOND TOWN BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING/ HYDRAULIC FRACTURING MORATORIUM 

TOWN BOARD/PLANNING BOARD/PARK COMMITTEE MEETING 

RICHMOND TOWN HALL 

8690 MAIN STREET 

HONEOYE, NY 14471 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2011/ 6:30 PM 

 

Recreation Director Holly Stoddard researched grants that may apply to the Park development.  

She stated we are tax exempt, but the problem is that we need to be not-for-profit to qualify.  
We could join the Rotary, the Chamber of Commerce, or the Historical Society. There was 
discussion about forming a foundation and other options. 
 
Council Member Gendreau asked if anyone knew how the Manchester Township funded the 
trail along the creek. There has been construction all summer, it is 8 to 12 feet wide, and there 
are parking lots.  Supervisor Angelo said he will check with the Manchester Supervisor. 
 
Chairman Jackson and Mike Weidner went to a trails conference, and while the property may 
be multiuse property, the starting point seems to be trails. There was discussion regarding 
beginning with creating these, qualifying for the 503C, and fundraising for the improvement of 
the park. 
 
Long term maintenance was addressed and there was discussion about the creation of a Parks 
and Recreation Department. 
 
Streetscape Chairperson Audrey Carrier suggested the overall plan for the park’s development 
is necessary so we aren’t backed into a corner when one project doesn’t dovetail with another. 
Chairman Jackson agreed. He said a cultural resource survey has to take place fairly early in the 
development of the park. And as buildings are considered, the master plan is essential. Trails 
are fairly low impact. Council member Gendreau gave an example of ball fields that would 
require a lot of maintenance. 
 
Discussion continued and included but was not limited to revenue generating pavilions, more 
ideas regarding trails, an adopt-a-tree program, using our own mulch to create walkways, 
maintenance for the trails, etc. 
 
The consensus was that we are trying to determine the next step now that the first level of 
research has been done. 
 
Council Member Chrisman suggested that we need a Master Plan. Also, funding may be found 
through those who would like to memorialize a loved one through the purchase of a tree. 
Council Member Hubble said that Streetscape is in the same position; soon we will know what 
the limits are on our property. 
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Chairman Jackson was in favor of a foundation formed to accept donations.  
Chairwoman Carrier shared the pitfalls that Naples faced when they started the Naples Park. It 
is important to set things up correctly to avoid them. 
 
The Board agreed that they need to give the committee some direction, find money for the 
project, and find out what a master plan is going to cost. Council Member Chrisman suggested 
they get the master plan in place and start the foundation at the same time. 
 
8:07 PM 
Chairman Jackson was asked what he thought could happen by next summer. He felt that was 
too quick for a project to be started. 
 
More discussion ensued, conclusion being the foundation needs to be investigated, and the 
master plan needs to be done. Chairman Jackson said they will look into setting up the 
foundation. Discussion continued, a foundation would allow people to leave money from their 
wills as well as donate in other ways. 
 
A resident stated that the Sandy Bottom trails are very muddy. He also said the trails should be 
accessed from Main Street. 
 
Solon Barnard shared the Manchester Trails were built by the Village of Manchester. We can 
get information from them about how they did that. 
 
Chairwoman Carrier invited everyone to attend the Honeoye Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
Home for the Holidays event. The Christmas tree is being lit in honor of the late Rita Carrier. 
 
Council Member Hubble thanked the Park Committee and the Planning Board for all their work. 
 
Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to adjourn the meeting. 
Council member Gendreau 2nd. 
All in favor. 
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8:24 pm. 
 
The next Regular Town Board Meeting is Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Linda A. Grace, Richmond Town Clerk                                                                      February 13, 2012 
 


