
Town of Richmond
Meeting with Senator Patrick Gallivan

August 25, 2011
12:45 PM

Present:
Senator Patrick Gallivan
Community Representative Annie Chwiecko

Supervisor Ralph Angelo
Deputy Supervisor Thomas Gendreau
Highway Superintendent Thomas E. Fleig
Water Superintendent Jeffrey Miller
Recreation Director Holly Stoddard
Planning Board Chairman Ed Jackson
Town Clerk Linda A. Grace

Senator Gallivan introduced himself and gave a summary of his district, his interest 
in understanding the needs of the community, and his work in Albany. He said 
there is some cooperation in Albany resulting in an “on time” budget and mandate 
relief. He is continuing to work on business development. Community 
Representative Annie Chwiecko distributed two handouts, one on the Property Tax 
Cap, and one regarding Mandate Relief.

Water Superintendent Jeffrey Miller discussed the need for resolution of the Spill 
Fund issue and also touched on water district expansion. He updated the Senator 
on the status of the claim that we filed with the New York State Comptroller. The 
Comptroller identified the responsible parties, however our attorney has been 
unable to get the parties to sit down to negotiate. The New York State Comptroller 
assigned damages for the $1.8 million claim filed by the Town of Richmond which 
includes the cost of purchasing water from the city of Rochester. The Spill Fund has 
been paying the additional water costs but any day they are going to stop.
Senator Gallivan asked if there is a time when the Comptroller will say enough is 
enough.
Superintendent Miller stated that he is not sure what the parameters are.
Sen. Gallivan asked if the responsible parties are still in business. Superintendent 
Miller said they were. Sen. Gallivan asked if Superintendent Miller could give more 
information to him in writing and suggested a letter from the Senator's office might 
be helpful. Superintendent Miller stated that if the Spill Fund stops paying the 
additional water costs the water rates will double. There was more discussion on 
this issue. Sen. Gallivan is happy to look into this.

Planning Board Chairman Ed Jackson showed a map of what was formerly the 
3M property and is now an extension of Sandy Bottom Park to the Senator. He also 
gave the Senator a copy of the community ideas for the park, and explained the 



very many possibilities for its use. There was a lot of discussion about the potential 
of this park. Chairman Jackson asked if Sen. Gallivan had any other resources or 
ideas because we would be very interested in them. Sen. Gallivan asked some 
questions about the park; the size of it and if people are using it now. Supervisor 
Angelo and Chairman Jackson described the 54 acre park that is 1 1/2 miles 
around.
A local farmer started out mowing the trail; it is now being done by our mowing 
contractor. Highway Superintendent Thomas E. Fleig put a parking area in. 
Superintendent Miller installed a dog station so people can clean up after their 
dogs. Chairman Jackson said we are looking for possible resources and any ideas 
that Sen. Gallivan may have. Recreation Director Holly Stoddard asked if there is 
any funding through the Healthy New York campaign. Sen. Gallivan suggested she 
check with Livingston County because he knew they had made use of this and then 
suggested she check to see if Ontario County has. He would start with the counties. 
Annie Chwiecko asked Chairman Jackson if he had spoken to the Finger Lakes 
Visitors Council.
Chairman Jackson said they had explored the reasons that people visit Ontario 
County. They are primarily for culinary opportunities, the wine region, and outdoor 
experiences. The park will add to the outdoor experiences that tourists are looking 
for.

Highway Superintendent Fleig explained the situation with the Honeoye Outlet 
Creek. It has filled back in with debris since it was cleaned out in the spring during 
the heavy rains and flooding. He has been trying to get the DEC to give its approval 
to clean out the gravel. Superintendent Fleig has been in contact with Albany. In 
the past the town had a scouring permit which was ongoing allowing us to clean 
out the Creek. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has 
stopped giving out these permits.
Sen. Gallivan observed that the DEC's preference is to allow the creek to remain as 
it is in spite of the problems it creates.
Superintendent Miller noted that 300 feet north of our bridge belongs to New York 
State. The Town is spending thousands of dollars to clean up land that belongs to 
the state.
Supervisor Ralph Angelo suggested that the Senator take a tour when the meeting 
is over to look at the creek and the park.

Council Member Thomas Gendreau noted that State Route 20A is slated to be 
repaved next year. The road is in bad condition, going east out of town there is 
grass growing out of the seam every 75 feet. The colder it gets the wider the cracks 
in the road become. In the winter when the plows are salting and sanding 
additional material has to be put down on these cracks. Council Member Gendreau 
stated that we would like to put in new sidewalks going west toward Hemlock 
through the village at the same time the state is working on this road. A half to three 
quarters of a mile needs to be done.

Community Representative Chwiecko summarized the meeting stating Sen. 



Gallivan has a mandate to go into the communities he represents and understand 
their needs. He would like to make sure we know he is approachable.

Superintendent Fleig added that this summer he was at a meeting with Sen. 
Gallivan. One of the topics was the mandated change in the radio system. He 
asked the Senator if there is any more information on the new regulations from the 
FCC and the cost of changing the entire radio system. Sen. Gallivan hadn't heard 
any more information about this.
Superintendent Fleig stated the cost for the Town of Richmond Highway 
Department will be $66,000 and another $65,000 for the Richmond Fire District.
Sen. Gallivan did not see how it's going to be possible to change the system by 
January. Superintendent Fleig stated that presently his radio system is slated to be 
turned off January 1, 2012.

The meeting ended and Supervisor Angelo escorted Senator Gallivan and Community 
Representative Chwiecko on a tour.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda A. Grace
Richmond Town Clerk
8/29/2011


