
 

 

TOWN OF RICHMOND  

PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES: September 26, 2019 

Members Present 

Michelle Hodgeman, Chairperson 

Gary Catt 

Chris Lesperance 

Dave Richardson 

Leonard Wildman 

Gerald Allen, Alternate 

 

Absent:  Guy Murphy 

Michael Baker 

 

Guests 
Jason Schaab 

Tom Wesley 

Rachel Clar 

Rich Kraft 

Caroline Sauers, Town Supervisor 

Daryl Marshall, Planning Board Liaison 

Spencer Shumway, Code Enforcement Officer 

Elizabeth Klingenberg, Planning Board Secretary 

 
 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Jason Schaab is seeking a Site Plan Review of 4820 County Rd. 37, Tax 

Map # 135.14-1-11.110 

Chairperson Hodgeman opened the discussion by mentioning that she has received questions about the dirt 

on the property being moved around. Because of past drainage issues on the property, Chairperson 

Hodgeman suggested that Mr. Schaab consider drainage bars in the driveway. Mr. Schaab clarified that no 

additional soil was brought to the property, it was just moved from the front to the back. 

 

When asked about signage, Mr. Shcaab said that the signage will be as it was before. Chairperson 

Hodgeman commented that the building looks great – like one continuous building as opposed to an 

addition. Mr. Allen asked about the size of the addition. Mr. Schaab said that the addition is approximately 

2,000 square feet, bringing the overall square footage to around 5,200.  

 

Mr. Schaab said that customer parking will be in the front of the property and in-progress vehicles will be 

parked in the back. Mr. Lesperance said that parking spaces may have to be moved to ensure that parked 

vehicles do not obstruct the path for any emergency vehicles. Mr. Wildman noted that Mr. Schaab will 

need to note the number of parking spaces and their location, as well as noting handicapped spaces on the 

site plan. Mr. Schaab said that they are planning for 30 cars maximum, with no intention of vehicles 

parking on the North or South sides of the building. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to have a public hearing at the Thursday, October 24 meeting, with 

the contingency of parking spaces being noted on the site plan and receiving an updated parking map prior 

to the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Richardson and was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 

Abundant Solar Power, Inc. – Rachel Clar 

Chairperson Hodgeman announced that there will be a joint special meeting between the Zoning Board of 

Appeals and the Planning Board on Tuesday, October 22, at 7pm. The Zoning Board of Appeals has 

taken lead agency, but if they approve Abundant Solar Power, Inc., it is on the condition that the Planning 



 

 

Board approves, as well. 

Ms. Clar started by saying she was here to discuss the project again and to introduce herself and the 

company, as previously she was unable to attend with the engineer. Abundant Solar Power, Inc. is hoping 

to subdivide the land, using it to build the solar array. The property will be surrounded by agricultural 

fencing, between 6-8 feet high. The solar panels, 9 feet high at the most, will track the sun. There are 

currently no plans to have energy storage on site.  

 

Mr. Wildman noted that Ontario County is trying to preserve good farmland. The land has not been 

farmed in a while, and this is something that the County will look at.  

 

Ms. Clar mentioned that if the plan is approved, they will be looking to plant pollinator friendly seed mix 

and having hives placed by a local farmer. The wildflowers will need to be mowed for a couple of years 

until they are established, but after that they should not need to be mowed. The fescue and clover will not 

overgrow the solar panels. Another option for the future is to have solar sheep, partnering with a 

shepherd. 

 

Right now there are no plans to expand the property. There is a maximum amount that the grid can 

handle. Chairperson Hodgeman noted that when she spoke to National Grid, they were unsure as to if it 

will hold the proposed 4.5 megawatts. Ms. Clar said that as they get information, they will know what the 

grid can handle. 

 

When Mr. Lesperance asked when the project will be completed, Ms. Clar replied that ideally, it will be 

completed in the second quarter of 2020. A wetland study has to be done first, but because of the many 

moving parts to the project, it will not be able to be completed this fall. 

 

SUBDIVISION/ANNEXATION – Raymond Wolinski is seeking to subdivide property from 8588 

Main St., Tax Map # 136.00-1-60.110 and adding it to the neighboring vacant lot, Tax Map # 136.17-

1-43.000 

Mr. Rich Kraft, from Kraft Real Estate was present to speak on the property. Mr. Wolinski is interested in 

taking a portion of the property that the zoning was changed on and adding it to the property where he 

owns the house.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman stated that because if the subdivision and annexation is approved, the annexed 

property will have two different zones.  

 

Mr. Lesperance noted that he would like to see a more accurate map, noting some discrepancies.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman mentioned her concerns about the property: part of the reason that zoning was 

changed on the property was due to the multitude of wrecked, parked cars that were on the property when it 

was zoned as residential. It was changed to business. However, the cars are still not supposed to be there, 

so Mr. Wolinski is still not in compliance with zoning laws. Chairperson Hodgeman said that she feels 

hesitant to do this because the problem still exists that was started with. 

 

Another concern mentioned is the sanitary sewer easement. The property line would go right through the 

center of it. Chairperson Hodgeman stated that she feels the need to get all fluids cleaned up before the 

Planning Board moves forward.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman stated that if the property is cleaned up, Mr. Wolinski will be complying with the 

zoning laws already in place. Mr. Kraft said that he would come up with a plan and get back to the 



 

 

Planning Board. 

 

 

ANNEXATION – Michael Pisa is seeking to combine two properties, Tax Map # 150.46-1-23.000 and 

150.46-1-22.000 into one parcel. 

Chairperson Hodgeman opened discussions by stating that the two parcels are side-by-side on Columbia 

Street. It does not look like there are any major issues. Mr. Pisa is just looking to add the parcels they’ve 

purchased all together.  

 

With no concerns from the Planning Board, Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to approve the 

annexation of the two properties, Tax Map # 150.46-1-23.000 and 150.46-1-22.000. Mr. Allen seconded 

the motion and it was approved unanimously via voice vote. 

 

REVIEW PROPOSED CODE CHANGES 

Mr. Barnhoorn was unable to attend the meeting, but provided an email and documents for the Planning 

Board. Chairperson Hodgeman stated that most of what is attached explains the roles and duties of 

Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals members. She asked that everyone looks at it and is ready to 

discuss it at the October 24 meeting.  

 

ONTARIO COUNTY PLANNING REPORT 

Mr. Wildman reported that the towns of Lima and Livonia have adopted new laws regarding solar energy 

and battery. They have adopted a moratorium on building until they have a chance to study solar battery 

storage more. The Planning staff at Ontario County will also be discussing it. 

 

Mr. Wildman also reported that Victor would like to create a mixed overlay for all buildings at Eastview 

Mall. They are asking for flexibility to put in different types of both commercial and residential on the 

property. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Chairperson Hodgeman noted that for the joint Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning Board meeting on 

October 22, the Abundant Solar Power, Inc. is the only item on the agenda.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman noted that the Planning Board members need enough time to review documents 

before the monthly meetings. The Planning Board Secretary will have the agendas completed by the Friday 

before the meeting.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman announced that if a member of the Planning Board has not yet attended a sexual 

harassment training, it must be done online by October 8th. She mentioned that there is also an Ethics 

training from 6:30-8pm on Monday, September 30th. Both of these trainings count toward the annual 

training hours. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman also had an announcement, for public knowledge, about the Broadway Group. She 

stated that the Town Board or Planning Board of the Town of Richmond are not holding up the Broadway 

project. There is correspondence from the town lawyer, town engineer, and FEMA. The Department of 

Transportation is also stating that the paperwork received has not been filled out correctly. The town 

lawyer and flood plain engineers took a look at the flood plain development application and noted that the 

Broadway Group willed out the short form. The long form must be completed instead, and several items 

were completed incorrectly on the short form provided. The long form also includes quite a bit of testing.  



 

 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman stated that the experts were given the required information, they looked at the 

provided information, and the Broadway Group has not followed the required steps. The Planning Board is 

just waiting for them to get their paperwork clarified and back through the town lawyer and engineers to 

ensure it is fine. The biggest issue is the flooding, not whether anyone wants or does not want a Dollar 

General. 

 

 

APPROVE MINUTES – Meeting of August 22, 2019 

Mr. Lesperance had two comments, one asking to update the August 22 minutes. He did not mention a 

“car park”. He also asked to remove the last sentence of the last paragraph on page 3, as it does not 

make sense. 

 

On a motion by Chairperson Hodgeman and a second by Mr. Wildman, the minutes of August 

22, 2019 were passed unanimously, with corrections.  
 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 pm. Mr. Wildman seconded 

the motion and it was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

October 7, 2019 


