
 

 

TOWN OF RICHMOND  

PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES: August 22, 2019 

Members Present 

Michelle Hodgeman, Chairperson 

Michael Baker 

Gary Catt 

Chris Lesperance 

Dave Richardson 

Leonard Wildman 

Gerald Allen, Alternate 

 

Absent:  Guy Murphy 

Guests 
Kristi Stiner 

Kelly Steele 

Tony Cassara 

Ide Marshall 

Daryl Marshall, Planning Board Liaison 

Spencer Shumway, Code Enforcement Officer 

Elizabeth Klingenberg, Planning Board Secretary 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Cancellation of Public Hearings 

Chairperson Hodgeman opened the meeting by announcing that the public hearings for both the Broadway 

Group and Abundant Solar, Inc. were cancelled based on the recommendations from Sheila, the Town 

Lawyer. She mentioned that if anyone has questions or concerns, to please contact her directly. She then 

asked if there was anyone present, involved in any public hearing, who would like to speak. 

 

Kelly Steele, from the Broadway Group was present to speak. She mentioned that, while she knew there 

was no public hearing, she was not expected to be taken off of the agenda. She expressed her frustrations. 

Chairperson Hodgeman replied that it was based on a recommendation from the Town Lawyer to have the 

Town Engineers and FEMA review the Broadway Group plans due to past flooding at the location.  

 

Mr. Wildman also mentioned that it will then need to go before the County again. This is because the 

County denied the application previously, partly because of no engineering report on the water issues at its 

first submission. In order for the Town of Richmond Planning Board to approve it while the County denies 

it, a super majority would be needed. Mr. Wildman also mentioned that he would like the Town Engineer 

to report back on the comments made by the Planning Board, the Ontario County Water District, and New 

York State Department of Transportation comments. He said that even if the plans are sufficient for that 

property, it must be ensured that water will not be displaced and flood neighboring properties.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion that she will contact the Town Lawyer to see if the report received 

earlier will be sent to the County, that she will get a date from the Town Engineer on when he proposes that 

he will be done. She will contact Ms. Steele with that information, and that upon receiving everything, the 

Planning Board can move forward. Mr. Allen seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously via 

voice vote. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Joe Cassara is seeking a Site Plan Review of 4810 Briarcliff Sq., Tax Map # 

135.20-1-3.130. 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to open the public hearing for the Cassara site plan review at 4810 

Briarcliff Square, Tax Map # 135.20-1-3.130 at 7:48pm. 



 

 

With no members of the public present wishing to speak, Chairperson Hodgeman closed the public 

hearing at 7:49pm. 

 

On a motion from Chairperson Hodgeman and a second by Mr. Wildman, Mr. Cassara’s site plan was 

approved unanimously via voice vote. 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Jason Schaab is seeking a Site Plan Review of 4820 County Road 37, Tax 

Map # 135.14-1-11.110  

No representative was present to speak on the property. Mr. Lesperance mentioned that construction was 

already underway. Mr. Shumway mentioned that he already provided the permit, as Mr. Schaab would be 

three months behind. Mr. Shumway also noted that Mr. Schaab will be using the property’s special use 

permit for auto body repair, as the special use permit follows the property, not the owner of the property at 

the time it was granted. 

 

Mr. Wildman noted that when Mr. Schaab is present, the Planning Board will need to discuss certificate of 

occupancy, parking, handicapped parking, and a retaining wall.  

 

Chairperson Hodgeman mentioned that Mr. Schaab will be invited to the next Planning Board meeting on 

September 26th, but until then the Site Plan Review is on hold. 

 

REVIEW PROPOSED CODE CHANGES 

Mr. Barnhoorn reported that the County Planning Board has the paperwork for the map update for the H-

district and the small sliver on Main Street. A new map should be received shortly. 

 

Mr. Barnhoorn spoke with the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding the Special Use Permit review function. 

They decided that they would like to continue their function of continuing the Special Use Permit process. 

However, the Chair felt that maybe a process could be developed where, on smaller projects, such as the 

Gillen project, the Planning Board could have that function. However, it would have to be put in the Code. 

For larger projects, the Zoning Board of Appeals wishes to retain their process. Joint Planning 

Board/Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are an option to expedite. 

 

Paperwork was provided for the 3M parcels for the 3M Park. Mr. Barnhoorn requires a motion of 

annexation of the two properties. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion that the two parks, tax map # 135.20-2-23.000 be annexed to the 

136.17-1-26.210, so the two tax maps are combined into one. Mr. Wildman seconded the motion, which 

was passed unanimously with one abstention from Mr. Richardson 

 

Mr. Barnhoorn reported that a few items were caught by general code that needed to be put in the Town 

Code. Much has to do with re-subdivision. At the September meeting, Mr. Barnhoorn will have the updates 

for the Board. 

 

Mr. Barnhoorn also noted that Dark Sky Compliance falls within the Planning Board purview to ask 

applicants for new developments how they will deal with Dark Sky Compliance issues. Definitions will be 

provided later.  

 

ONTARIO COUNTY PLANNING REPORT 

Mr. Wildman reported that the Village of Victor and Town of Victor have developed changes in their Code 



 

 

to reflect access management. From this point on, when a new project gets built, they want to look at how 

that property will access the road in order to better control traffic in the future. They want to control how 

many accesses there are to the main road. The change will be incremental, but gridlock will be 

incrementally cut back. They had to change their Comprehensive Plan and Code to allow this. 

 

In the Town of Farmington someone wants to develop the Finger Lakes Wildlife Center, to put exotic 

animals in a 20-acre space in Farmington. They have received approval from the federal government, class 

3.  

 

Lyons National Bank will be putting a new bank in the Town of Farmington in the Hathaway House. It will 

be turned into a community building with a bank adjacent to it. They will be working with the Historical 

Society. 

 

In the Town of Richmond, the Broadway Group would like to build a Dollar General. Copies were 

provided of the comments made by the County Planning Board. Water was discussed, but the County 

Planning Board also commented on the Comprehensive Plan that is being worked on and the Honeoye 

Hamlet Active Transportation Study, and mentioned that the Town Board may want a moratorium on 

building until it is completed, since so much is being done on Main Street. The New York State 

Department of Conservation is concerned about sewage and flooding – how floods will affect the sewage, 

and there are concerns that the detention pond will not hold the amount of water it needs to. The New York 

State Department of Transportation did not understand why so many trees were being removed.  

 

APPROVE MINUTES – Meeting of July 25, 2019 

On a motion by Mr. Catt and a second by Mr. Richardson, the minutes of July 25, 2019 were 

passed unanimously, with one abstention from Mr. Wildman. 
 

 

UPDATES 

Chairperson Hodgeman mentioned that all Planning Board members should have received an email for 

Sexual Harassment training. She also asked the Planning Board to ensure their blue code books are up to 

date. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm. Mr. Wildman seconded 

the motion and it was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

September 2, 2019 


