
TOWN OF RICHMOND 

PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES: July 25, 2019 
 

 

Members Present 

Michelle Hodgeman, Chairperson 

Michael Baker 

Gary Catt 

Chris Lesperance 

Guy Murphy 

Leonard Wildman 

Gerald Allen, Alternate 

 

Absent: Leonard Wildman 

Guy Murphy 

Guests 

Scott Gillen 

Lindy Bruce 

David Bruce 

Nancy Gillen 

Susanne Marrapese 

Kristi Stiner 

Michelle Walulis 

Terri  Kimball 

Tony Cassara 

Amy Linehan 

Bob Steehler 

Labella Assul 

Rhonda Bailey 

Khris Bailey 

Ide Marshall 

Dave Richardson 

Caroline Sauers, Town Supervisor 

Daryl Marshall, Planning Board Liaison 

Spencer Shumway, Code Enforcement Officer 

Elizabeth Klingenberg, Planning Board Secretary 
 

  Chairperson Hodgeman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING –Site Plan Application for Scott Gillen, for property owned by Kippley Gillen, 

located at 8833 Briggs St., Tax Map # 135.00-2-20.210. 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 7:01pm. Mr. Catt seconded the 

motion, and it was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 

Resident Terri Kimball spoke, saying that her parent’s property is across the street from the Woodsedge 

Retreat. She thinks it is a great idea for a wedding. 

 

With no other comments, Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:02pm. 

Mr. Lesperance seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 

With no further comments from the Planning Board, Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to approve the 

Woodsedge Retreat on Briggs St. The motion was seconded by Mr. Baker, and was passed unanimously 

via voice vote. 

 
 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Joe Cassara is seeking a Site Plan Review of 4810 Briarcliff Sq., Tax Map # 



135.20-1-3.130. 

 

Mr. Tony Cassara was present, speaking on behalf of Mr. Joe Cassara. Mr. Tony Cassara said that the 

location used to be four residential apartments. The plan is to have each be an independent commercial 

shop, and two are still available. So far there has not been any issues with parking. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman mentioned to Mr. Tony Cassara that it is important to ensure units have parking, 

as there are multifamily dwellings across the parking lot. She said that the goal is to bring more small 

businesses into town, and this will help. 

 

Mr. Catt asked about signage for the property. Mr. Tony Cassara said that each tenant would work with 

Spence to ensure signage is within code. Mr. Catt said it would be a good idea to have one sign 

advertising the entire space, and a name for the building. Mr. Tony Cassara said that they were 

considering naming it the Briarcliff Shoppes. 
 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to have a Public Hearing at the August 22nd meeting, in 

regards to the Briarcliff Shoppes. Mr. Catt seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously via 

voice vote. 

 
SITE PLAN REVIEW – The Broadway Group has submitted an updated site plan for review for the 

properties located at 8673 and 8677 Main Street, Tax Map # 135.20-2-11.2 and 135.20-2-11.1 

Ms. Steele was present to represent The Broadway Group. 

 

Mr. Allen opened discussion by asking if Ms. Steele has gone to the DEC yet. Ms. Steele will send 

everything to the DEC and DOT for permits after everything it set with the Planning Board. Chairperson 

Hodgeman asked for clarification on the aerial maps provided, noting “buildings to be demolished”. There 

was no notation for the barn in the back. Ms. Steele mentioned that all structures on the property will be 

demolished, but they will try to keep as many trees in the back as possible. Some trees on the east side are 

being kept. In addition, also on the east side of the property, the Broadway Group will try to preserve a 12- 

foot strip of land for the purpose of access to the rear of the property, so that pedestrians can get to the 

beach. All ingress and egress for the building are on the front and side, so the fire department will be able 

to access the building if needed. 

 

The detention pond for the property will help with any runoff or flooding concerns and it will have several 

spillways. It will be approximately 4 feet deep at its deepest point, and it will slope down. The building 

itself will be approximately 4 feet above the floodplain. The detention pond will have sod in the bottom, so 

the landscaping company will maintain it. 

 

Shrubbery has been proposed for the property. 2-inch diameter trees will be planted in the northwest corner 

of the property and along the western property line, in addition to the trees being kept on the east side. 

 

There will be one pole light in the parking lot, in the center front. The lights on the building will light the 

parking stalls as well. The lights are all LED and shielded so they are facing down, and will not cause light 

pollution. The sidewalk will be slanted for handicap accessibility. 

 

The sides and rear of the building will be metal, but there are several options for the front, with a board- 

style look after the 3-foot mark. Ms. Steele brought some options with her for the Planning Board to view. 

Chairperson Hodgeman requested faux windows on the front of the building. Mr. Lesperance added to the 

request, asking for some on the side as well, to break up the industrial look of the metal. Mr. Lesperance 



also asked Ms. Steele to see if more trees could be kept on the east side of the property. 

 

Mr. Lesperance noted that he would like to see more trees in the front and on the east side. Mr. Catt asked 

Ms. Steele if a bike rack could be put in the plans. Ms. Steele said that they could add a bike rack. 

 

The power supply will be located on the side with the dumpster. A fence will be added if it is needed. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion that the Broadway Group project be approved under the 

conditions that the building gets faux windows or shutters on the front and sides, a bike rack gets 

added, and more trees should be added. Mr. Catt seconded the motion and it was approved 

unanimously via voice vote. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to schedule a Public Hearing on August 22nd for the public 

review of the Broadway Group project. Mr. Allen seconded the motion and it was approved 

unanimously via voice vote. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman asked the secretary to send the Broadway Group site plan packet to Ontario 

County, to get their comments. 

 
 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Abundant Solar Power, Inc. has submitted a site plan for review, for the 

property located on State Rt. 20A, Tax Map # 135.00-2-43.111. 

Mr. Bob Steeler, was present to represent Abundant Solar Power, Inc. 

 

Mr. Steeler is looking to subdivide the east side of the parcel to create a 37-acre lot for a solar farm. The 

owner would retain the remaining 44 acres. Each pole will be approximately 5.5 feet tall and would tilt to 

follow the sun. The tilting will be imperceptible. There will be a total of 228 solar tables, or 19,000 panels 

for the 5 megawatt solar array. Mr. Steeler mentioned that Abundant Solar Power, Inc. is negotiating with 

the current owners of the property to see if they can access the farm through one property, or if another 

subdivision will be needed. The plans include a permanent gravel driveway with a double-sided fence, and 

an 8-foot tall fence surrounding the array. Evergreen trees will screen the view along the front of the array, 

and the sides have existing vegetation. Abundant Solar Power, Inc. has worked with the DEC previously in 

terms of storm drainage. The raised tables does not affect the storm drainage of the site, and the gravel 

driveway should not affect runoff, either. Construction would begin after approval is received. The site can 

be built in 3 months, with the largest delay being connecting to the grids. Local contractors are hired to 

complete the project. 

 

During construction, the ground will be disturbed, but a slower growing grass will be planted that only 

needs maintenance a couple of times a year. 

 

Mr. Lesperance asked about overhead lines. Mr. Steeler said that it is not determined yet weather lines will 

be overhead or underground. It has not yet been researched. 

 

Mr. Catt asked what benefit the Town receives from the project. Mr. Steeler said that anyone on the same 

grid can purchase power from the solar array to receive a 10% discount on their electric bill. 

 

Mr. Baker asked about what happens when the devices become outdated. Mr. Steeler replied that there are 

decommissioning plans. The panels will last longer than 25 years and can be repaired. 



Chairperson Hodgeman asked if Abundant Solar Power, Inc. has looked at any other sites. Other sites have 

been looked at, but currently, the proximity to the substation and the zoning looks good for the property in 

discussion. Chairperson Hodgeman noted that the property being split is the only G-district property in the 

Town of Richmond. 

 

Mr. Allen asked if Abundant Solar Power, Inc. would acquire the remaining 44 acres. Mr. Steeler replied 

that no, they would not, as there is a maximum of 5 megawatts. 

 

Supervisor Sauers noted that the solar array can attract industries that need electric power, as the 10% 

discount will attract businesses. 

 

Mr. Lesperance noted that it is best to keep the wires underground as much as possible. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman noted that the Zoning Board of Appeals and Ontario County must review the site 

plan as well. She said that for a project such as this, the Town must be on the same page. Mr. Steeler said 

that he plans on getting a special use permit. 

 

Mr. Lesperance made a motion to schedule a public hearing for Abundant Solar Power, Inc. for the 

August 22nd meeting. Mr. Allen seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously via voice 

vote. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion that the Planning Board assume the role of the lead agency 

in the SEQR process. Mr. Allen seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously via voice 

vote. 

 
 

REVIEW PROPOSED CODE CHANGES 

Mr. Barnhoorn was not present but submitted an email report. At the August meeting, he will present a 

wrap-up for annexing the parcel for the 3M park parcel with the rest of Sandy Bottom Park. In addition, a 

series of Code amendments were flagged by General Code Publishers. The language needs to be updated to 

conform with State standards. They are basic changes, but he would like to go through these with the Board 

so that everyone is aware. 

 

Finally, Mr. Barnhoorn had an opportunity to speak with the Zoning Board of Appeals concerning turning 

over the special use permit granting authority to the Planning Board. Based on the recommendation in the 

original Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2004, the plan suggested that the Town look at this possibility. 

Mr. Barnhoorn mentioned that he will speak with the Zoning Board of Appeals in August and will be at the 

Planning Board August meeting to give a full report in person. 

 

ONTARIO COUNTY PLANNING REPORT 

Mr. Wildman was not present, so there was no report. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES – Meeting of May 23, 2019 

On a motion by Chairperson Hodgeman and a second by Mr. Lesperance, the minutes of May 

23, 2019 were approved unanimously via voice vote. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES – Meeting of June 27, 2019 

On a motion by Chairperson Hodgeman and a second by Mr. Baker, the minutes of June 27, 

2019 were approved unanimously via voice vote. 



UPDATES 

Chairperson Hodgeman announced that interviews for the open Planning Board seat have been completed, 

and the Town Board will appoint a candidate on August 13th. 

 
Mr. Allen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:03pm. Chairperson Hodgeman seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously via voice vote. 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

August 6, 2019 


