
 

 

 

 

 
Members Present 

Michelle Hodgeman, Chairperson 

Michael Baker 

Chris Lesperance 

Gerald Allen, Alternate 

 

Absent: Gary Catt 

Guy Murphy 

Leonard Wildman 

TOWN OF RICHMOND 

PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES: May 23, 2019 

Guests 

Scott Gillen 
Kip Gillen 

Kristin Stiner 

Peter Edwards 

Dave Violas 

Lynne Couchman 

Dave Richardson 

Steve Barnhoorn 

Daryl Marshall, Planning Board Liaison 

Spencer Shumway, Code Enforcement Officer 

Elizabeth Klingenberg, Planning Board Secretary 
 

Chairperson Hodgeman called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman announced that Planning Board Alternate, Gerald Allen, would be a voting member. 

 

MINOR SUBDIVISION – Thomas Schenkel would like to subdivide his property, tax map # 175.00-1- 

29.112, into two properties 

No representatives were present to speak on the property. 

 
SKETCH PLAN REVIEW – Scott Gillen would like to share his sketch plan for 8833 Briggs St. 

Mr. Scott and Mr. Kipley Gillen had a presentation on the property, called Woodsedge Retreat, that they are 

looking to do events on, such as farm to table dinners, weddings, and parties. There is hope that it brings 

economic development to the area, because not only will people be brought to the area for events, but it will 

also assist local businesses and could bring in dress makers, bakers, caterers, and more. 

 

They will be partnering with caterers for events. For bathrooms and water there will be self-contained 

portable outhouses. No permanent infrastructure is anticipated at this time, instead there will be party tents 

and portable lighting maintained by generators. Generators will be housed in a trailer, offset near the field, 

to contain sound. Mr. Gillen is hoping to have 12 weddings per year at the location, with pumpkin walks 

and other events happening annually as well. Caterers must bring their own potable water, and bottled water 

will also be provided for events. 

 

There will be contracts with any outside entertainment (live bands, DJs) that are on premises. Speakers 

would be pointed toward the field so there are no residences. If an event has alcohol, the caterers will have 

the responsibility and the liquor license. The caterers will also provide a bartender, if needed. However, a 

member of the staff will be present for the duration of the event as well. There will be lights strung in the 

parking lot, and one large extension cord will run to the tent, and will then break into smaller cords. Mr. 

Lesperance suggested digging a trench for the cords to reduce a tripping hazard. 

 

There is parking for over 100 cars, including 12 marked handicapped spaces. Thus far, there have been no 

complaints about parking. If traffic becomes an issue, it can be directed out of town. For events there will be 

a parking attendant and one-way parking and traffic flow. 



Mr. Scott Gillen brought a letter from the Fire Department stating that a brush truck or ambulance can 

access the property, but not a full fire truck. Mr. Lesperance asked for additional clarification from the Fire 

Department. It was suggested to have the Fire Department to the property again, as there have been updates 

on the bridge over the culvert. It was suggested that the letter provided be dated and signed, and a list of 

situations that the department is able to handle on the property. There is a pond on the property, 

approximately one acre, that the Fire Department could pull from if needed. Mr. Shumway noted that the 

tents are flame resistant, and no flames are supposed to be near the party tents. 

 

Mr. Violas was asked to comment on the brush truck. Mr. Violas stated that it has a capacity of 

approximately 250 gallons per minute. There is a hydrant on the street, and several lines can be run off of 

the truck. If there is a situation, other Fire Departments assist. 

 

Mr. Scott Gillen said that if they do not receive permission for this, they will still continue with the annual 

Easter egg hunt and Barnless Barn Dance. 

 
Chairperson Hodgeman asked Mr. Scott and Mr. Kipley Gillen to return to the Planning Board for the June 

27th meeting, to present to the absent portion of the Board. The following month will have the public 
hearing. 

 

MINOR SUBDIVISION – Joyce and Paul Eaton would like to subdivide their property, 3636 County Road 

40, tax map # 107.00-1-4.000 into two lots. 

Ms. Joyce Eaton came before the Board on behalf of her siblings. She provided a map of the entire farm, 

showing where they would like to subdivide. She was hoping that the surveyor would have maps to her by 

the Planning Board meeting, but the weather caused delays. She would like to subdivide approximately 12 

acres at this time. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman asked if there was an application for the Subdivision. Mr. Shumway said that there 

was not yet, but there will be. Mr. Lesperance noted that it has to go through the process. Mr. Allen noted 

that the subdivision will also have to go before the County as it is on a County road. 
 

Chairperson Hodgeman asked Ms. Eaton to return for the June 27th meeting. 
 

Mr. Peter Edwards came before the Board to introduce himself. He is leasing a building that previously serviced 

water systems. He will be doing the same business and will be catering to lake property and cottages. Nothing 

as far as the store will change. No action needed to be taken.  

 

CEO Spencer Shumway will look to see if there was a Site Plan for the Dulen property where Mr. Edwards will 

have his business. This will let us know if it needs to be created or not. 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Kristin Stiner is putting a short-term animal boarding business next to Mudd n 

Mutts. 

Ms. Stiner plans on running a short-term animal boarding business for cats called Little Lakes Cat Lodge. 

No structure inside the unit will be permanent. There will be small rooms, not attached to the building, to act 

as rooms for the cats. The shortest stay for a cat is 2 nights. Ms. Stiner is working with the owner of the Kitt 

Inn in Springwater, and plans on working with the owner of Mudd n Mutts. The walls will be like small 

horse stalls, not attached permanently to the walls in any way. The floor will be painted cement. The walls 

will be 8 feet tall, with wire mesh across the top. Waste will be put in a container similar to a Diaper Genie 

to remove the scent, and then put in the dumpster. There are 3-4 parking spaces in front of the unit and 1 

handicap spot. Not much traffic is anticipated, 8 cars at most since there are 8 units. 

 

Food will be provided by the owners. Ms. Stiner mentioned she is comfortable administering some 

medications, so she will have a sharps disposal. Owners will need to provide vet contact information, but in 



case of an emergency, her protocol is to take the cat to animal emergency, which will be part of the contract. 

 
Chairperson Hodgeman noted that Ms. Stiner will need to have a public hearing, which will be at the June 

27th meeting. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to move forward with Little Lakes Cat Lodge, pending the site 

plan. Mr. Lesperance seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously via voice vote. 

 

REVIEW PROPOSED CODE CHANGES 

Mr. Barnhoorn said he would like to put everything on hold until the next meeting, so that more 
members of the Board would be present to comment. Mr. Barnhoorn also stated that he checked the 
Secretary of State’s website, and the H District parcels were converted to H district. He saw a file date of 

May 6th. As soon as official notification is received, a map will be done with the County. 

Chairperson Hodgeman asked Mr. Barnhoorn about ensuring the new Planning Board processes will be 

reflected in the Town Code. Mr. Barnhoorn said it will be in following updates. 

 
ONTARIO COUNTY PLANNING REPORT 

Mr. Wildman is not present, so there is no update. 

 
APPROVE MINUTES – Meeting of April 25, 2019 

Chairperson Hodgeman noted that the “Schenkel” referred to in the minutes is Laurel Schenkel, not 

Thomas. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to approve the minutes with updates for April 25, 2019. Mr. 

Allen seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously via voice vote. 

 

UPDATES 

Chairperson Hodgeman mentioned that to remain transparent to the Town as a whole and to preserve the 

job that we as a Board need to do, agendas will be completed 1 week prior to the meeting. As such, all 

agenda items must be submitted to the Planning Board Secretary before this. Special meetings will still be 

held if needed. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman requested an update on training hours for the June 2019 meeting. 

Chairperson Hodgeman designated the November and December 2019 Planning Board meetings. 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion that the November meeting be held on November 21st and the 

December Planning Board meeting be held on December 19th 2019. Mr. Allen seconded the motion and it 

was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 

Chairperson Hodgeman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:51pm. Mr. Allen seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously via voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

June 10, 2019 


