
Town of Richmond  
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

 MEETING MINUTES  
Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

ATTENDEES:  
John Morsheimer Chairman, ZBA Present 
Steve Ryan Member Present  
Mary Beth Sauerteig Member  Present 
Dave Baker Member Present 
Jared Ransom Member  Present 
John Marrapese Alternate Absent 
Spencer Shumway Code Enforcement Officer  Absent 
Lindsay McMillan Secretary Present  

 
PUBLIC:  Steve Barnboorn, Michelle Hodgeman, Caroline Sauers  
 
Chairman Morsheimer motioned to open the Tuesday, September 17 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Board reviewed the meeting minutes from the Tuesday, August 20 2019 meeting. John Morsheimer 
motioned to approved the minutes, seconded by Dave Baker. Ayes unanimous.  

CONCEPTUAL REVIEW  
The board reviewed the Abundant Solar Power application for the property owned by Chris Development 
LLC located at State Route 20A in the Town of Richmond, Tax Map #135. 00-2-43.11 in the G District 
(Commercial Light Industrial). Applicant is requesting a Special Use Permit to install a 5.0 MW-AC solar farm 
on the eastern portion of the approximately 77.0-acre vacant commercial property. Zoning Code 200-50: 
Antennas, towers, windmills, solar energy systems. 

Application and supporting materials were included in the board members packets. There was no 
representative present to discuss the Special Use Permit application.  

Chairman Morsheimer gave an update on the discussions that have occurred at the town level regarding 
the public hearing for the solar project. The Town of Richmond Planning Board and Zoning Board will come 
together on the 22nd of October at 7:00 PM at the Richmond Town Hall for a joint public hearing to discuss 
the Abundant Solar Power project.  

Chairman Morsheimer will follow up with the Town attorney to get clarification on how the public hearing 
should be advertised; whether the public hearing will be held to discuss the Special Use Permit, or the 
project in general. Mary Beth Sauerteig strongly recommended that signage be put up advertising the 
public hearing. Adjacent parcels will be notified of the public hearing in writing by the applicant.   

At this time, the responsibility of the Zoning Board is to establish lead agency. Chairman Morsheimer 
summarized a letter that he received from Johnathan Hinman of MRB Group. MRB has reviewed the State 
Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) for the Abundant Solar Farm Site Plan, dated July, 2019. Based on 
their review, MRB believes the project is a Type I Action under the SEQR regulations. Specifically, sections 
617.4(b) (2) of the SEQR regulations. If the Board is in agreement with MRB’s findings, they would advise 
the Board to pass a formal resolution, that the project is considered a Type I Action under SEQR and 



authorizes MRB Group to notify involved or interested agencies of the Towns intent to serve as lead 
agency.  

Chairman Morsheimer also read aloud a portion of the letter sent by the Towns attorney to Racheal Carr, 
Director of Business Development for Abundant Solar. The letter expresses the understanding that the 
applicant has waived the approval time period set forth in the Town of Richmond code and Town law to 
enable the Planning Board and Zoning Board to have sufficient time to consider the proposed project. It 
continues that on November 19, 2019, or within 20 days calendar days of the boards receipt of all 
information, the Zoning Board of Appeals will issue the SEQR determination.  

The resolution establishing lead agency reads as follows:  

TOWN OF RICHMOND A 
BUNDANT RICHMOND SOLAR FARM 

SEQR RESOLUTION 
DECLARING THE INTENT TO BE LEAD AGENCY 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Richmond Zoning Board of Appeals (hereinafter referred to as Zoning 
Board) has reviewed the SEQR Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) Part 1, prepared by the 
Abundant Solar Power, LLC (hereinafter referred to as Applicant) on the above referenced Town of 
Richmond Abundant Richmond Solar Farm (hereinafter referred to as Action); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board determines that said Action is classified as a Type 1 Action under 
the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board determines that said Action is also subject to a coordinated review 
and approval by other involved agencies under SEQR Regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board determines that it is the most appropriate agency to insure the 
coordination of this Action and will provide written notifications to involved agencies, for the 
purposes of conducting a coordinated review and making the determination of significance thereon 
under the SEQR Regulations. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Zoning Board does hereby declare its intent to be 
designated as the lead agency for the Action, and identifies that it is a Type 1 Action pursuant to 
SEQRA; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Engineer is directed to provide notice hereof to the 
involved and interested agencies, seeking their agreement (or objection thereto) in writing on or 
before noon on Monday, October 21, 2019; and 
 
Motion made by Member John Morsheimer, Seconded by Member Mary Beth Sauerteig. Ayes 
unanimous.  
 
The above Resolution was duly adopted on September 17, 2019 by the Town of Richmond Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  
 



 
Copies of the resolution will be sent to John Hinman (MRB Group) and Sheila Chalifoux (Town of Richmond 
Attorney). 

There was some board discussion on the project. Thoughts: 

• What are we giving up? Land close to town with utilities. What are we gaining? Clean energy.  
• The Town of Richmond has declared the development will be fully taxed.  
• A study for the decommissioning of the development in the event it is abandoned will be a part of 

the ZBA review process. MRB has information on this.   
• The ZBA may want a full environmental impact study if the applicant is planning on developing the 

full 77 acres. Overall acreage of development should be clarified by applicant.   

If board members have questions form an Engineering Perspective, John Hinman will be open to taking 
phone calls. Chairman Morsheimer will compile questions for Mr. Hinman.  

There was some discussion on when the application should go to the County Planning Board for referral. 
Since the application is not complete, Chairman Morsheimer will check with Sheila to see when it should go 
to County Planning for review. ZBA Secretary Lindsay McMillan will wait to hear from the Town attorney 
and ZBA chairman for direction on when to send the referral to the County Planning Board.   

OTHER BUSINESS 

Town Board Member Steve Barnhoorn addressed the Board. At the July and August meetings, Mr. 
Barnhoorn approached the ZBA with updates to the code regarding the duties of the Planning and Zoning 
Boards. Updates were patterned after state law and modeled after the Town of Gorham.  A draft was 
distributed to each board member. Some of the code updates include:  

- Area Variance and Use variance more clearly defined  
- Establishment of an 80% threshold for meetings – 9 meetings out of 12  
- Carryover of training hours from one year to the next  

Mr. Barnhoorn urged the board members to review the draft and he will return in 30 days to receive 
comments.  

John Morsheimer made a motion to close the September 2019 ZBA meeting at 7:47 PM, seconded by Mary 
Beth Sauerteig.  Ayes unanimous.  

The next regular meeting of the Town of Richmond Zoning Board of Appeals will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, October 15 2019 at the Richmond Town Hall, 8690 Main Street, Honeoye New York.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

_________________________________  ___________________________ 

Lindsay McMillan, Secretary    Date  

 

October 15, 2019


