
Town of Richmond  
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

MEETING MINUTES  
Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

ATTENDEES:  
John Morsheimer Chairman, ZBA Present 
Steve Ryan Member Present  
Mary Beth Sauerteig Member  Absent 
Dave Baker Member Present 
Jared Ransom Member  Present 
John Marrapese Alternate Present 
Spencer Shumway Code Enforcement Officer  Absent 
Lindsay McMillan Secretary Present  

 
PUBLIC:  Dan Lewandowski, Val Lewandowski, Scott Gillen, Dave Richardson, Barbara Morsheimer, Steve 
Barnboorn, David Violas 
 
Chairman Morsheimer motioned to open the Tuesday, August 20 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 
at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Board reviewed the meeting minutes from the Tuesday, July 16 2019 meeting. Dave Baker 
motioned to approved the minutes, seconded by Steve Ryan. Ayes unanimous.  

DECISION FOR LEWANDOWSKI PROPERTY 

Chairman Morsheimer is a neighbor of the Lewandowski’s and recused himself from the discussion.  

As the public hearing remained open from last month, Dave Baker read aloud the hearing notice for 
applicants Dan and Van Lewandowski: 

Dan and Val Lewandowski for the property located at 5396 Hamilton Point in the Town of Richmond, 
Tax Map #165.05-1-43.00 requesting an Area Variance between roughly 4 inches of relief from the 5’ 
side setback. Zoning Code 200 Attachment 2 Density Schedule.  

In light of the concerns expressed at the July meeting by the neighboring property owners, the 
Morsheimers met with the Lewandowskis to discuss project details to see if they could come to an 
agreement on the requested variance. The Lewandowski’s submitted a new survey that more accurately 
defines the project. At this neighbor meeting, it was determined that:  

• The pre-existing structure is 4’1” closest to the lake on the southwest corner, and the southeast 
corner is 4’ 7”. 

• By the time the structure is completed, the applicants will be at 5’1”. The Morsheimer family is 
willing to give these 5 inches of relief along with the 5-foot setback to stay within the plan of the 
current wall.  

• Regarding the use of heavy machinery and other construction equipment that may require 
movement across or on the Morsheimer’s property, a document will be drafted and signed by 



both parties indicating that any damage or clean-up will be handled by the applicants Dan and 
Val Lewandowski.  

• The applicants will also address the drainage concerns between the two properties.  

Dave Baker asked if anyone else from the audience would like to speak regarding requested area 
variance. No other attendees wished to speak.  

Steve Ryan motioned to close the hearing; Jarden Ransom seconded. Ayes unanimous.  

Dave Baker made a motion to accept the Area Variance application put forth by Dan and Val 
Lewandowski for the property located at 5396 Hamilton Point, Tax Map #165.05-1-43.00. The board 
grants relief in the amount of six (6) inches of the existing structure on the south property line and one 
(1) foot off the north property line, keeping within the footprint of the new proposed structure as 
described in the plans and survey submitted to the ZBA. John Marrapese, seconded. Ayes unanimous.  

The Richmond ZBA recognizes that this decision overrules Ontario County Planning Board’s 
recommendation of a denial, but the board finds the neighbors worked together to come to an 
agreement and the resulting variance will be minimal. The design and footprint of the proposed building 
also fits within the character of the neighborhood.  

  MEMBER NAME    AYE  NAY  
Chair  John Morsheimer    Abstained 
Member  Steve Ryan                   ☒  ☐ 
Member  Jared Ransom     ☒  ☐  
Member  Dave Baker     ☒  ☐  
Member  Mary Beth Sautereig   Not Present  
Alternate  John Marrapese   ☒  ☐ 
 
CONCEPTUAL REVIEW  

There was no one to present or participate regarding the Abundant Solar Farm Special Use Permit 
application.  

The scheduled conceptual review for the Abundant Solar Power Special Use Permit will be tabled until 
lead agency is determined. The Planning Board Chair has requested that the Town’s attorney look over 
the proposed project. More info to come.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Town Board Member Steve Barnhoorn addressed the Board. At the July meeting, Mr. Barnhoorn 
approached the ZBA with the 2004 Comprehensive Plan and discussed the original recommendation of 
changing the code to grant Special Use Permit authority to the Planning Board.  Mr. Barnhoorn gave the 
board 30 days to consider this idea. ZBA input:  

- Dave Baker: The current solar farm issue brought to light that there are a lot of cross 
jurisdictional issues. Many factors must be considered before relinquishing control over Special 
Use Permits and they should be discussed among the ZBA and Planning Board.  



- John Morsheimer: An opportunity for more open communication among ZBA and Planning 
Boards would be welcomed and would alleviate the back and forth for applicants between the 
various boards. Down the road, if it makes good sense to transition SUP responsibilities to the 
Planning Board, then so be it.  

- Dave Baker: Can responsibility be divided into minor and major projects? 

John Morsheimer made a motion for the Zoning Board to retain the Special Use Permit responsibility at 
this time, and to increase the communication with the Planning Board via joint workshops / meetings.  
Steve Ryan seconded. Ayes unanimous. 

The Town Planning Board Chair felt it was necessary to have the Solar Project reviewed by the Town’s 
Attorney. The Special Use Permit Pending more information from the Town’s attorney. 

John Morsheimer made a motion to close the August 2019 ZBA meeting at 7:25 PM, seconded by Steve 
Ryan. Ayes unanimous.  

The next regular meeting of the Town of Richmond Zoning Board of Appeals will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, September 17th 2019 at the Richmond Town Hall, 8690 Main Street, Honeoye New York.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

_________________________________  ___________________________ 

Lindsay McMillan, Secretary    Date  

 

September 17, 2019


