
Town of Richmond  
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS   

MEETING MINUTES  
Tuesday, June 18 2019 7:00 PM 

ATTENDEES: 
John Morsheimer Chairman, ZBA Present 
Steve Ryan Member Present 
Mary Beth Sauerteig Member Present 
Dave Baker Member Present 
Jared Ransom Member Present 
John Marrapese Alternate Absent 
Spencer Shumway Code Enforcement Officer Present 
Lindsay McMillan Secretary Present 

PUBLIC:  Kip Gillen, Greg Searles, Scott Gillen, Hannah Denise, Debbie Weber, Chris Weber, Teri Kimball, 
Michelle Walulis, Dave Richardson, Liz Yockel, Amy Linehan, Alysha Baier, Nancy Gillen, Suzanne 
Marrapese, Dave Violas 

Chairman Morsheimer motioned to open the Tuesday, June 18 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting at 
7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. Mary Beth Sauerteig seconded. Ayes unanimous.  

The Board reviewed the meeting minutes from the May 21, 2019 meeting. Dave Baker made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented, seconded by John Morsheimer. Ayes unanimous.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

John Morsheimer motioned to open the public hearing for Applicant Scott Gillen for the property 
located at 8833 Briggs Street in the Town of Richmond, Tax Map #135.00-2-20.210 in the A District 
(Agricultural/Residential) seeking a Special Use Permit for the Woodsedge Retreat. Zoning Code 200-
12(D)(10). Mary Beth Sauerteig seconded. Ayes unanimous.  

Chairman Morsheimer opened the floor for public comments. Four attendees addressed the board to 
express their support for the application put forth by Scott Gillen for Woodsedge Retreat. Comments 
included:  

• A neighbor that lives adjacent to the Gillen’s shared their support and said the wedding venue
will be a great addition to Honeoye.

• A local business owner is looking forward to the addition of the event space and supports the
boost it will bring to the local economy.

• Another local business owner is supportive of anything that draws tourism to the area.
• A neighbor on the corner of Briggs Street owns a barn next to the proposed Woodsedge retreat

and shared that the Gillen’s have been great neighbors. They will be happy to see the event
space bring more people to the area to enjoy all that Honeoye has to offer. The Town is looking
to promote agritourism, and this type of business will bring Honeoye to the forefront.

No one in the audience expressed concern. 



John Morsheimer then read aloud a letter that was received via email, sent on June 13th 2019 by Briggs 
Street neighbors Gail and Doug Meier:  

“We are writing to express our concerns about the Event Center currently purposed by Scott Gillen on 
Briggs Street. 

We do not feel a commercial business in a residential neighborhood is compatible.  As you know, Briggs 
Street is a short street, lined with many residential homes.  Added traffic, limited parking, restroom 
facilities and noise concern us greatly.  

It is also under our understanding, according to the Town Code, that this proposal needs to be referred to 
the Ontario County Planning Board for their review. The property which contains WoodsEdge, abuts 
County Road 36 which automatically requires County Planning Board review.  We are certain County 
Planning would have many questions of their own, and they need to weigh in on this proposal before the 
ZBA grants a Special Use Permit.  By law, we would appreciate you involving them in the due diligence 
process. 

Please consider our concerns as this request comes before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The residents on 
Briggs Street have previously expressed opposition and concerns through multiple petitions on two prior 
occasions. 

We would appreciate it if our comments are entered into the minutes verbatim.  Thank you and the 
Board Members for your time and attention to our concerns. 

Sincerely, 
Gail and Doug Meier” 

Chairman Morsheimer stated that while the letter references previous opposition, the Zoning Board 
must review each case as a separate proposal.  

There was discussion on the layout of the parcel, which encompasses a 15.11-foot strip of grass area 
that is adjacent to County Road 36. While the board reviewed the application as a conceptual review in 
May, the small right of way on the County Road was not previously observed. County referral is 
warranted now that this has been brought to light. Chairman Morsheimer directed that the application 
to be sent for County Planning Board review before their next meeting, which will be held on July 10th.  

Applicant Scott Gillen expressed his concern regarding the process to apply for Special Use Permits for 
Agritourism, which leaves applicants stuck between the Zoning Board and Planning Board. Dave Baker 
offered that since Agritourism is new for the Town, the Town can amend the law to have Planning Board 
be one stop shopping for Special Use Permits. 

Kip Gillen asked if the Planning Board will also have to send the application to the County, and if so, is 
there is a way to bundle the application it so it goes at the same time as Zoning? Chairman Morsheimer 
said that was reasonable and it can be looked in to. There was no representative from the Planning 
Board present.  

Kip Gillen asked if the Zoning Board could give their approval contingent upon the CPB comments. 
Chairman Morsheimer said no, and that a decision will be made by the ZBA at the July meeting.    



Chairman Morsheimer asked that the secretary send a copy of the minutes along with the County 
Planning Board referral.  

John Morsheimer made a motion to close the public hearing. Mary Beth Sauerteig seconded. Ayes 
unanimous.  

CONCEPTUAL REVIEW 

Applicants Dan and Val Lewandowski for the property located at 5396 Hamilton Point in the Town of 
Richmond, Tax Map #165.05-1-43.00 requesting an Area Variance for roughly 4” of relief from the 5’ 
side setback. Zoning Code 200 Attachment 2 Density Schedule. 

As Chairman Morsheimer is a neighbor of the Lewandowski’s, he recused himself and sat in the 
audience. Dave Baker lead the discussion on the application.  

A representative was not present. The applicant is looking for 4 inches of relief on the property line to 
the South. It appears they want to stay within the footprint of the existing structure.  

Jared Ransom asked if there is a better survey available or a drawing of the proposed design. It is hard to 
tell from the survey that was submitted with the application how far the house is from the lake. There is 
question as to whether or not the applicant will violate the setback from the lake. CEO Spencer 
Shumway recalls it is 44.3 feet from the shoreline.  

The board reviewed the application in more detail. Jared Ransom calculated that it will be closer to a 
foot of relief rather than 4 inches. It would be beneficial to have letters from the neighbors on this 
application.  

Dave Baker directed that the application be send to the county as it is on the lake, and asked Spencer 
put a sign in the yard. The application will be moved to a public hearing for the July meeting.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mary Beth Sauerteig suggested that the ZBA Secretary be the official record keeper of the individual 
board member’s trainings. ZBA Secretary Lindsay McMillan agreed to the task. 

John Morsheimer motioned to adjourn the June 18 2019 ZBA meeting, seconded by Steve Ryan. Ayes 
unanimous.  

The next regular meeting of the Town of Richmond Zoning Board of Appeals will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, July 16th 2019 at the Richmond Town Hall, 8690 Main Street, Honeoye New York.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

_________________________________ 

Lindsay McMillan, Secretary  

__________________________ 

Date  

July 16, 2019


