
RICHMOND TOWN BOARD 
WORKSHOP MEETING 

RICHMOND TOWN HALL 
8690 MAIN STREET 

HONEOYE, NY 14471 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2018/ 7:00 PM 

 
Supervisor Caroline Sauers  
Council Member Daryl Marshall  
Council Member Stephen Barnhoorn  
Council Member Amy Linehan  
Council Member David Violas 
Highway Superintendent Tom Fleig 
Planning Board Chair Gordon DeCillis 
 
2 Guests 
 
7:00 PM.  Supervisor Sauers called the meeting to order. 
 
7:01 PM.  Privilege of the floor.  .No comments from the public. 
 
7:02 PM. Town Engineer Paul Chatfield spoke with the Town Board about the Capital Improvement Plan 
for sidewalks on Main Street in the hamlet.  Council member Marshall indicated he read through the 
entire plan and it was his understanding that Senator Rich Funke’s office was looking for a full-blown 
sidewalk and drainage renovation plan.  Council member Marshall added he thought Mr. Chatfield’s 
plan was all inclusive. 
 
Mr. Chatfield gave a quick summary of the plan.  Initially, he said he put together an improvement plan 
for sidewalks.  At the time the plan was presented, the Town Board was not ready to move forward with 
the full capital improvement plan.  Mr. Chatfield added the plan was put together at no cost to the 
Town. 
 
The Town does have the framework to get the Capital Improvement Plan done.  Now what would 
happen should the Town apply for any grant funding, an adjustment will have to be made to the Plan, 
specifically to zero in on what grant program the Town wants to pursue.  Mr. Chatfield brought to the 
Town Board’s attention concerning a grant program with a deadline of August 16, 2018.  The grant 
program was in line with what Council Member Marshall’s earlier remarks. 
 
If the Town wishes to proceed forward, Mr. Chatfield recommended that the Town hire a grant writer.  
Mr. Chatfield said it’s a case where the Town will have to spend money to get money.  He added there is 
a $100 million dollar program available but it’s competitive.  Mr. Chatfield said he is still learning more 
about the specifics because the grant was just announced.  He suggested LaBella Associates as a 
possibility, as they assisted the Town of Richmond with the paperwork on the East Lake Road and 
Ashley/White Road water projects. 
 
Assuming the Town wishes to pursue the Capital Improvement Plan, Mr. Chatfield also pointed out that 
a Request for Proposal would have to be issued.  He indicated that Labella would charge about $3,500 
for the grant writing and Chatfield would charge approximately $2,000 or less to adjust the engineering 



report.  Mr. Chatfield suggested a public informational meeting to find out if there is support for a 
project. 
 
Questions were raised about grant-writing strategies to include the school and other entities in town.  
Discussion also returned to the original plan and Mr. Chatfield clarified that the plan was all inclusive for 
just sidewalks, not drainage.  That would have to be addressed in a separate phase. 
 
7:25 PM.  Mr. Chatfield thanked those Town Board members who attended the Capstone presentation 
at the Rochester Institute of Technology in April (Supervisor Sauers, Councilmembers Barnhoorn, 
Linehan and Violas).  He said the students did a great job and received positive evaluations.  They put a 
lot of effort into their projects.  Mr. Chatfield will provide Supervisor Sauers with a thumb drive 
containing the project information for the Town Board to review. 
 
7:30 PM. As far as Canadice Lake Road culvert and the Curtis Road embankment projects are concerned, 
Mr. Chatfield wanted to know where the Town Board stood.  Discussion took place on how much money 
would be left over from the Pinewood Hill Road project, how the money from the Dormitory Authority 
of New York (popularly known as “Funke money”) works to reimburse municipalities for upfront 
construction costs.  The consensus seem to be that the Curtis Road embankment project would be next.  
A resolution will be introduced at the next Town Board to engage the design services from Chatfield 
Engineers for Curtis Road. 
 
8:05 PM.  Supervisor Sauers made a motion to adopt the Charter Communication contract to stay as 
negotiated at the 3% franchise fee, 23 homes evaluation, 10 years. 
 
Council member Violas seconded the motion. 
 
The following roll call vote was taken: 
 
Council Member Violas  Aye 
Council Member Linehan  Aye 
Council Member Marshall  Nay 
Council Member Barnhoorn  Aye 
Supervisor Sauers   Aye 
 
The motion was approved. 
 
8:15 PM. Supervisor Sauers and Council Member Barnhoorn reviewed the draft updated Chapter 50 of 
the Town Code, dealing with an audit of training hours and adjustment in "policy" to the attendance 
requirements.  The only remaining question was should this be a local law or a standalone policy?  
Council Member Barnhoorn said he will consult Interim Attorney for the Town Attorney for his input. 
 
8:20 PM.  Council Member Barnhoorn made a motion to refer the draft Chapter 50 of the Town Code to 
Interim Attorney for the Town Jeff Graff for review and made appropriate revisions.  Council member 
Linehan seconded the motion.   
 
Motion approved unanimously by all Board members present. 
 



8:30 PM.  Supervisor Sauers opened discussion about the Code Enforcement vehicle.  There are multiple 
involving the transmission lines and valves.  On top of it, the Town received a quote from a local repair 
shop for brake repairs, approximately $1,600.  Lengthy discussion took place on whether to lease or own 
a new vehicle, types of models to look at it, and how it would be financed, if out of this year’s Town 
Budget, and for resale value purposes, trade it later on to avoid large maintenance costs.  The Town 
Supervisor will research and see what is available on state bid.   
 
9:30 PM.  Council Member Barnhoorn updated the Town Board on draft Solar Code.  Attorney Graff 
forwarded the draft back, incorporating all of the suggested solar regulations into the Town's Zoning 
Law.     
 
Attorney Graff added the farmland regulations for large-scale solar energy systems in a separate section 
following the site plan standards.  He included both the Farmington language and the other language 
Council Member Barnhoorn provided.  He kept in the opening language about these standards being 
applicable for projects located on "agricultural lands" but the term "agricultural land" is not defined.  
The current Town Zoning Law defines "Agriculture" itself partially as "The use of a parcel of land for 
gain" but a large-scale solar energy system very likely may be proposed to go on agricultural land that is 
not presently used for gain.  Attorney Graff suggests we come up with a less vague way to define which 
properties will be affected by these extra regulations. 
 
To get the discussion going, Council Member Barnhoorn put a definition into the draft relating to 
Agricultural Lands. He said the wording will require further finessing. 
 
The big issue Council Member Barnhoorn felt that needed to be addressed is the lot coverage 
percentage.  The present draft has it pegged at 50% and Council Member Barnhoorn felt the number is 
too low.   Discussion took place on what constitutes pervious versus impervious coverage.  The 
consensus of the Town Board was the lot coverage should be 70%, with language to address the 
pervious versus impervious issue.  An amended draft will be distributed to the Board. 
 
9:45 PM.  Councilmember Marshall volunteered to contact some contractors to come take a look at the 
Town Hall parking lot to determine what it will take to resurface and stripe the lot.  Ultimately, the 
project will have to go out to bid. 
 
10:02 PM.  Councilmember Marshall made a motion to adjourn the workshop meeting. Councilmember 
Barnhoorn seconded.  Motion approved unanimously by all Board members present. 
 
Minutes recorded by Councilmember Barnhoorn in Town Clerk Linda Grace’s stead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


