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Sixth grade students from Ontario County 
schools were invited to enjoy the 31st 
Annual Conservation Field Days at 4-H 
Camp Bristol Hills on September 15 and 
16, 2015.     
 
Perfect weather and fascinating 
educational stations made Field Days a 
happy experience for the students, 
teachers, instructors and organizers. 
 
Students visited eight different learning 
stations on one of two trails.  They 
participated in games and listened to 
experts in various environmental fields.   
 
Learning stations included: 

• First Aid 
• Recycling 
• Mastodons – ice age animals 
• Wild Birds 
• Invasive Species 
• Pond Life 
• Oh! Deer (carrying capacity game) 
• Drinking Water 
• Native Americans (wise use of 

natural resources) 
• Wildlife 
• Dairy Nutrition 
• Beekeeping 
• How Many Bears in This Forest 

(carrying capacity game) 
• Aquatic Macroinvertebrates 
• Spiders 
• Geocashing 

 
 
Students, teachers and instructors are 
asked to complete a survey after the event 
to evaluate their experiences.  The most 
common student comment expressed this 
year was regret that they couldn’t visit all 
the stations on both of the trails. 

 

 
 
Instructors included SWCD staff; CCE Master 
Gardeners; Finger Lakes Community College staff; 
DEC personnel, both active and retired; Guides from 
Ganondagan Historical Site; First Aid responders; 4-
H Camp Bristol Hills staff; Canandaigua Lake 
Watershed Association educators; a retired science 
teacher,  the Canandaigua Lake Watershed 
Inspector and the Ontario County Dairy Princesses. 
Their good efforts and enthusiasm were greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario County 
organize Conservation Field Days each year. 
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Buses begin to arrive at 9:25.  We’re getting organized. 
 

Art Kirsch, Sr. Wildlife Biologist and assistants: DEC:  
 Oh! Deer! – Run for your life needs. 
 

  
Dick Onze: Beekeeper –  Pollinators and Honey 
 

Ganondagan Guides: 
 Native Americans – The First Recyclers   
 

  
Ontario County Dairy Princesses:  Dairy Nutrition 
(and some common cow sense) 
   

Bob Gleason: How Many Bears Can Live in This 
Forest? 

 



 

  
Ron Schroder: DEC ret. :   Wildlife Detectives 
 

Pam Tichenor & Christen Groeling: CCE Master 
Gardeners:  Run for Recycling 

  
Beth Altemus & Sharon Radak: CLWA educators 
 Macroinvertebrate Mayhem 

Jim Hooper: 4-H Camp Bristol Hills:   Geocashing 
(Getting to use a GPS unit is great.) 
 

 
 

George Barden: Canandaigua Lake Watershed 
Inspector : Drinking Water 
(Where it comes from, where it goes and  
how it is cleaned enough to safely drink.) 

Lunch Time in Cockram Lodge! 



  
Soup is on for the instructors. 
 

Teachers need lunch too. 

  
Tad Gerace: Ontario County SWCD:   
Wild About Birds 
 

Stephen Connelly: FLCC:   
Pond Life 

  
Jeanne Totman: CCE Master Gardener:    
Spiders 

Vaughn Buchholz: CCE Master Gardener: 
 Mastodons 
 

 

 



  
Sue Bennett and Dennis Brewer: 
First Aid 
 
 

Pat Blakeslee and Maria Rackza:  
CCE Master Gardeners: 
Invasive Species 

 

 
Ontario County Conservation Field Days 

 is a free  program   
offered to all Ontario County area schools and home 

school organizatons. 
 

Its purpose is to provide an introduction to 
conservation and environmental topics. 

It utilizes the talents and interests of expert local 
volunteers.   

We are grateful to those volunteers and to 4-H Camp 
Bristol Hills for their services.  

 
 
 

 
Edith Davey       Russell Welser 
Conservation Educator      Extension Educator 
Ontario County SWCD      Cornell Cooperative Extension  
480 North Main Street      480North Main Street 
Canandaigua NY 14424      Canandaigua NY 14424 
 
otswcd5@rochester.rr.com   rw43@cornell.edu 

 
Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District  
         Providing Today, Protecting Tomorrow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of the day – running to the bus. 

Photographs: Edith Davey 
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Ontario County SWCD  Staff Work at the New York State Fair Booth 

 
 
New York Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts create and staff a booth at the New 
York State Fair each year.   
 
Tad Gerace and Megan Webster of Ontario 
County SWCD were instrumental in creating 
the display that entertained and informed 
visitors about invasive species. P J Emerick 
volunteered to staff the booth during the fair.   
 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
employees from around the state volunteer to 
spend time at the booth to help publicize 
SWCD programs and efforts to Fair attendees.  
 
A life-size giant hogweed model astonished 
some visitors and gave them a clear idea of a 
plant that should be avoided.  
   
 

 
Tad Gerace working to set up the booth. 

 

 

 

 
Also featured were exhibits of Japanese knotweed, blue 
green algae, hemlock woolly adelgid, Asian carp, hydrilla 
and other invasive aquatic plants. 
 
Winning entries in a coloring contest for children were 
displayed.  More than 500 coloring sheets were distributed. 
 
Ronny Raindrop® decals and  magnetic clips with New York 
Associaton of  Conservation District Employees web site 
address were given away to the public.   
 
One ever-popular event at the District booth is the 
opportunity to guess the number of Starburst Candies in  
Rain gauge.  The prize was a laminated poster of Eastern 
Game Fish. 
 
 
State Fair visitors totaled 908,147  this year.  Reaching out 
to this audience promotes knowledge of SWCDs and the 
many services that they provide.  
 
 
 
 
Photographs and information from the New York State Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts State Fair booth 2015 newsletter. 



 

 
Emergency Stream Repairs 

by Megan Webster 
 
 
It has been a tough few years for homeowners 
living along stream corridors. With multiple events 
of heavy rains and severe flooding over the past 
two years, stormwater and natural systems have 
been repeatedly overwhelmed, causing extreme 
erosion of streambanks and deposition of material 
downstream. 
 
You may be asking, “How can we have multiple 
100-year storms in one year?”   
 
A 100-year storm has precipitation totals that had a 
one percent probability of occurring at that location 
in that year.  Every day is a new day, and 
withstanding a 100-year storm does not change 
the probability of receiving the same amount of 
precipitation on the next day.  Unfortunately, it 
seems recently we have had little opportunity to 
repair, rebuild and recover from these storm events 
before the next one is at our door. 
 
Thanks to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation, permitting for emergency repairs 
was streamlined to allow for quick response and 
repair to help homeowners protect their property.  
This summer and autumn have been busy for 
Ontario SWCD helping to assist municipalities and 
homeowners with the design, permitting and 
installation of streambank stabilization projects. 
 
Future plantings of native trees, shrubs and 
grasses along the stream corridors will help to 
stabilize streambanks,  help to reduce erosion, 
filter pollutants, moderate water temperature and 
provide wildlife habitat. The more extensive the 
root system, the better soil is held in place.  You 
can always purchase great plantings during our 
annual tree and shrub sale April 22nd and April 23rd 
2016!  Check www.ontswcd.com for more details.  
 
For more information or assistance in obtaining 
storm damage repair permits, please contact:  
 
Ontario County SWCD,  
480 North Main Street,  
Canandaigua NY 14424. 
585-396-1450 
 

 
 

Photographs: Megan Webster:  
Site along Mill Creek, Town of South Bristol 

 Above: Pre-construction  
Below: Post-construction 

 

 
 
 
 
To receive a copy of a handbook, 
Stream Processes: A Guide to Living in Harmony 
with Streams, please contact:   
 
Chemung County SWCD 
851 Chemung Street 
Horseheads, NY 14845 
 
 

http://www.ontswcd.com/


  
Pre-construction:  
Tributary to Mill Creek: 
Streambank erosion threatened a wellhead. 

Post construction:   
Streambank restoration and stabilization. Additional native 
plantings will be installed to stabilize the streambank.  

  
Pre-construction along tributary to Mill Creek 
 
Photographs:  Megan Webster 

Post-construction along tributary to Mill Creek  
 

 
Ontario County SWCD is pleased to assist homeowners, farmers, businesses and municipalities in 
mitigation of stormwater damage and in planning for stormwater management on their properties. 
 

 

 



 

Trees for Tribs –  Ontario County SWCD Partners with  
Wyoming County SWCD and DEC 

 

The Trees for Tribs  program provides property 
owners (residential, agricultural or municipal) with 
free native trees and shrubs and tree tubes to 
plant along streams in priority areas. 

The property owner is then responsible for 
planting the trees and for completing on-going 
maintenance (watering until plants are 
established, checking tree tubes, committing to 
not removing any of the planted trees or nearby 
vegetation).  Assistance is available from the 
Wyoming County SWCD project office or from 
Ontario County SWCD for determining the 
appropriate number of trees and shrubs and for 
selection of species; or the property owner may 
make their own request. An application must be 
submitted for every project.  

Trees are available for fall planting this 
year.  These trees will be potted, so they can be 
planted until the ground freezes. The biggest 
push will be for the spring 2016 planting 
season. In order to communicate plant needs to 
the supplying nurseries, it would be preferable to 
have projects identified by the end of the year. 

A few larger, public tree plantings will be 
organized. Appropriate sites are being sought. 
Volunteers and organizations interested in 
helping with tree plantings are encouraged to  
contact the program manager:  

Kim Falbo 
District Technician 
Wyoming County SWCD 
31 Duncan Street 
Warsaw, NY 14569 
(585) 786-5070  x121 

kfalbo@frontier.com 

Honeoye Creek Watershed is identified on the 
map as a location within Ontario County that is 
eligible for this program.  

Ontario County SWCD is pleased to partner with 
Trees for Tribs, Wyoming County SWCD and 
DEC to promote participation in this worthwhile 
program.  

 

Ontario County Contact: 

Megan Webster 
Ontario County SWCD 
480 North Main Street 
Canandaigua NY 14424 
(585) 396-1450 

Megan.Webster@ontswcd.com 
 

 

More information and application on the following 
pages. 

 

 

 

mailto:kfalbo@frontier.com


GENESEE RIVER BASIN TREES FOR TRIBS 
A Program of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Saratoga Tree Nursery 
Have a stream on your property? Interested in 
FREE TREES to plant along it? 

Trees for Tribs has just expanded to the Genesee River Basin!  

In partnership with local volunteers, the Trees for Tribs Program 
plants trees and shrubs along the tributary streams of New York 
State to:  

• Reduce water pollution  

• Reduce erosion and flood damage 

• Provide habitat for fish and other wildlife 

Tree planting will be focused on specific areas within the Genesee 
River Basin, including the Oatka Creek Watershed, Honeoye Creek 
Watershed, Upper Black Creek Watershed (above Byron), and the 
Genesee River (from the Mount Morris Dam to Scottsville).  

 

How Does the Program Work?  

Trees for Tribs works with regional partners to offer free native 
trees and shrubs for qualifying streamside planting projects.  

A property owner or citizens group select a planting site and 
complete an application.  If the project is approved, program staff 
then helps with plant selection, designing a planting plan, and any 
other technical assistance that might help the project be 
successful.  Trees for Tribs provides the trees and tree tubes for 
planting. The property owner or citizen group then plants the trees 
with the help of friends or volunteers they recruit.  Finally, the 
property owner or group maintains the site after planting.   

How Do I Apply?  

Contact the Genesee River Basin Trees for Tribs Coordinator at 585-786-5070 ext 121 or kfalbo@frontier.com 
to find out if your property is within a priority area.  The Trees for Tribs Coordinator will then send you an 
application and answer any additional questions you have. 

Not in a Priority Area? 

You can purchase plants from the Saratoga Tree Nursery. Learn more at: www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7127.html 

 

  

mailto:kfalbo@frontier.com
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

GENESEE RIVER BASIN TREES FOR TRIBS  

Project Application 

 

I. CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Your Name: __________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

Organization (if applicable): ______________________________ E-mail Address: _____________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ State: _______ Zip: __________ Phone: ____________________________ 

Person responsible for long-term maintenance of the project site (including watering and plant care): 

Name:_________________________________________________       Phone:________________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

II. PROJECT LOCATION / IDENTIFICATION: 

Landowner / Project Name: _______________________________ Proposed Project Date: _______________                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Street Address and/or Physical Location:_______________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________ State: _______ Zip: _________ County: ____________________________ 

Land Ownership Type (circle one):    Federal          State         Public         Private 

 

Stream Name (or name of nearest downstream):________________________________________________ 

                         

Please include a map with the location of the proposed project area clearly indicated (e.g. ascreenshot 
from Mapquest, Google Earth, etc. with the project area boundary drawn in) 



 

III. PROPOSED STREAM BUFFER PROJECT AREA 

Please describe the project area: _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Length of project along the stream (in feet): _______             Average width of project (in feet): _______ 

Area of proposed planting (in square feet): _____________ 

What is the current cover in the project area?     Trees      Shrubs       Grasses       Bare      Other ___________ 

Are the streambanks eroding?       Yes      No      If yes, please send a photo of a typical streambank in the project area 

Are there any invasive plant species present?       Yes       No     Unknown 

If yes, what species?: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV. PROPOSED PLANTING PROJECT 

 

Species, plant number and dates will be determined with the help of the Stream Buffer Coordinator. 

 

If you only need plant material and do not need assistance with your planting, please check here:  

 

Briefly describe your plan for planting. (e.g. Will you host a public event and recruit volunteers? Who are the 

partner organizations? Will you be seeking press coverage?) _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You are encouraged to include the following with your application: 

• Photos of the proposed project area (including stream bank and existing vegetation) 
• A more detailed description of the site, proposed planting event and maintenance plan 
• Specific plant requests, including the number of plants and species preferences 



 

 

V. RECIPIENT AGREEMENT 

 

In accepting plants, all recipients agree to the following conditions: 

 

1. Plants are offered to organizations/individuals for riparian buffer projects in the proposed location only. 
2. Recipients agree to provide the Trees for Tribs Program with site information on where plants are used. 

Recipients will provide a fully completed application for each project where trees and shrubs will be used. 
Failure to provide this information will result in your being invoiced for plants. 

3. Recipients are required to recruit and organize an adequate number of volunteers to assist on the day of the 
planting. 

4. Recipients are responsible for maintenance of the plants and materials. 
• Landowner and/or Applicant shall not cut, remove, mow or otherwise disturb vegetation, including but not 

limited to trees and shrubs, planted or naturally growing, in the project area, unless deemed necessary by the 
Trees for Tribs Coordinator. 

• During times of drought, Landowner and/or Applicant shall water newly planted trees and shrubs as needed. 
• Tree shelters shall be properly installed and maintained and monitored at least twice annually  
• Tubes shall be removed at an appropriate time (generally when tree diameter is approximately 1.5”). 

5. Yearly water quality and plant monitoring may be a required component of buffer project. The Trees for Tribs 
Coordinator will discuss this component with you. 

6. Recipients shall coordinate with the Trees for Tribs Coordinator to return containers, tree tubes, and stakes. 
7. The Trees for Tribs Coordinator shall be granted access to project site to periodically inspect and monitor plant 

material 
8. It is strongly encouraged that participants contact adjacent landowners to discuss the proposed planting project, 

prior to site prep. 

 

Signature below indicates acceptance of the conditions listed on this sheet. 

Landowner Signature:_________________________________________ Date: __________________ 

Printed Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Please return to: Wyoming County SWCD          Phone: (585) 786-5070 

    Attn: Trees for Tribs Coordinator          Fax: (585) 786-3522 

    31 Duncan Street          Email: kfalbo@frontier.com 

    Warsaw, NY 14569                               www.dec.ny.gov/animals/77710.html 
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Successful Fall Fish Sale 

 
Several thousand fingerling fish found new homes in Ontario County farm ponds as a result of the Ontario 
County SWCD 2015 Fall Fish sale.  The fish are raised locally by Don Shaw, Finger Lakes Aquaculture, in 
Naples, NY.  The fish are healthy, adapted to local weather and water conditions and ready to thrive through 
the winter.   
 
Ontario County SWCD offers fingerling fish for sale twice each year.  Bass, triploid (non-reproducing) grass 
carp, trout and Koi have been featured on these sales, along with fathead minnows for forage fish to establish 
the food web in local farm ponds. 
 

Watch for the next fish sale in the spring 2016. 
 

 
 
Fish tank and equipment for distribution on pick-up 
day. 

 
 

 

 
 
Customers bring containers for transportation to their 
pond site. 
Photographs:  P J Emerick 

 
 
Ontario County SWCD Clerk, Elaine Borgeest (white 
jacket), is in charge of spring and fall fish sales. 



 
Ontario County SWCD Staff Directory                     
Senior District Manager: 
 Patrick J. Emerick – CPESC, CPSWQ, CMS4S 
  Administration 
  Soil Erosion Control 
  Streambank Stabilization 

   Water Resources Council 
District Clerk/Treasurer/Secretary 
 Elaine Borgeest 

Fish Stocking Program 
Senior Conservation Technician 
               Megan Webster 
                                Ag Environmental Management 
  Drainage & Farm Assistance 
Conservation Educator 
 Edith Davey 
  Education & Training Programs 
  Website & Newsletter         
Conservation District Technician 
 Tad Gerace 
  Onsite Wastewater Systems 
                Tree and Shrub Sale 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspector 
 George Barden - CPESC 
  Onsite Wastewater Systems 
 Jamie Noga 
  Administrative Assistant 
 
 

  

 
 

Farmers interested in the Agricultural Environmental 
Management Program can contact 

Ontario County SWCD:   585-396-1450 
 The Tier 1 assessment form may be found on our website: 

www.ontswcd.com or obtained at the SWCD office. 
 

 
Our Sponsors 
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