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Small farm ponds are present throughout 
Ontario County and most of New York State, 
offering varied recreational opportunities for 
families. Many children catch their first fish 
from such a pond.  
 
A properly stocked and managed pond will 
provide many years of happy fishing 
opportunities.  Choosing the fish species to 
stock in a farm pond depends upon the pond 
type:  coldwater or warmwater. 
 
Coldwater ponds are usually deep, spring- 
fed ponds whose surface temperature rarely 
rises above 72 º Fahrenheit. 
 
Coldwater ponds are generally stocked with 
trout.  Rainbow and brook trout are usually 
more suitable for farm ponds than brown 
trout. NYS DEC publications recommend a 
standard stocking rate of 400-600 fingerlings 
(5-6 inches long) per surface acre of water. 
 
The surface temperature of warmwater 
ponds may remain above 72 º Fahrenheit for 
fairly long periods of time during the 
summer.  For these ponds, largemouth bass 
and fathead minnows (for forage fish) are 
recommended by NYS DEC to be stocked at 
a rate of 100 bass fingerlings per surface 
acre along with fathead minnows at a rate of 
300-400 fingerlings per acre. 
 
Fathead minnows are offered as forage fish 
in SWCD’s Pond Stocking Sale as they do 
not reproduce in the vast numbers of other 
forage fish.  Bluegill have often been 
introduced as forage fish and have 
reproduced to the point of become stunted. 
Bullheads are bottom feeding fish that churn 
up sediments, creating turbid conditions that 
hinder the growth of bass.   
 

 
A DEC permit is required before stocking fish into any 
private or publicly owned pond. DEC issues several 
permits that authorize fish stocking, including the 
following: 
 

• Fish Stocking Permit 
• Farm Fish Pond License for qualified ponds 
• Fishing Preserve License 
• Triploid Grass Carp Stocking License 

 
These permits and their stipulations can be accessed 
through this website: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/96308.html 
 

 
 
In addition to the pleasures of fishing, other benefits of 
ponds include improved aesthetics, irrigation, fire safety 
in rural areas (ask SWCD about the Dry Hydrant 
program), and wildlife habitat. Wildlife use ponds for 
feeding and nesting habitat, resting areas, and as water 
sources. 
 
 Adding nest boxes can improve the chance of housing 
bluebirds, wood ducks and other users of boxes. 
Bluebird boxes designed to maximize brood success are 
also available for sale from Ontario County SWCD. 

http://www.ontswcd.com/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/96308.html


480 North Main Street 
Canandaigua, New York 14424 
Tel: 585-396-1450 
Fax: 585-396-0137 
 
email: info@ontswcd.com 
website: www.ontswcd.com 

Providing Today, Protecting Tomorrow 
2015 Fish Stocking Form 
 
Name _____________________ Phone________________ e-mail _____________________ 
 
Address___________________ City __________________  NY   Zip:___________________ 
 
Availabl
e 

Species Size Cost  
(Sales tax incl.) 

Quantity Total 

 
Fall 

Rainbow Trout 3” - 5” $4.00 each   
Largemouth Bass 4” - 6”  $4.00 each   
Yellow Perch 4” - 6” $4.00 each   
Fathead Minnows 2” - 3” $20.00/150 fish   
Catfish 6” - 8” $4.00 each   
Koi 4” – 6 “  $15.00 each   
Triploid Grass Carp 10” – 14” $22.00 each   

►Order by September 25:  Delivery Thursday, October 1. 
 

Submit payment with order, payable: 
Ontario Co. SWCD 

480 North Main Street 
Canandaigua NY 14424 

Subtotal  
  
 
(Sales tax included) 

 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation requires a special Permit to Stock Triploid Grass Carp identifying the specific 
pond and aquatic vegetation problem.  3-4 weeks advance application is necessary.  The application may be found on the 
CEC website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/grasscarppermitappl.pd.  The NYS Department of the 
Environmental Conservation “Application for Farm Fish Pond License” is required to stock ANY farm pond and suffices for 
permission to stock a pond and/or take fish at a later date. 
 
Applications may be obtained from our office, (585-396-1450) or from our website www.ontswcd.com; DEC Farm Fish Pond 
License.  Mail completed pond license forms to Bureau of Fisheries, 6274 E Avon-Lima Road, Avon, NY 14414. 
 
►Please note:  Pickup is Thursday, October 1, 10 am at 480 North Main Street parking lot. 
 
If picking up grass carp, please bring DEC license (3 copies). 
 
Bring your own pond water and use the following guide: 
        2-4”     100 fish per 30 gallons of pond water 
        4-6”       75 fish per 30 gallons of pond water 
        6-8”       50 fish per 30 gallons of pond water 
      10-14”       5 fish per 30 gallons of pond water 
 
 
WE ONLY ACCEPT CHECKS OR CASH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ontswcd@rochester.rr.com
mailto:ontswcd@rochester.rr.com
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/grasscarppermitappl.pd
http://www.ontswcd.com/


 
The Pleasures of Pond Fishing 

 
Pond fishing is some of the most fun fishing possible.  As ponds 
are small, they usually have a photic zone – an area where 
aquatic plants can live – across the entire length and width of the 
body of water, both above and below the surface, providing 
excellent fish habitat.   
 
Be sure to get permission from the owner if it’s a private pond and 
make sure the owners will allow you to remove fish if you wish to 
eat your catch. 
 

When fishing in a pond it’s important to follow creel limits set by local or state agencies. (NYS creel 
limits can be found on this website:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4026.html.) Creel limits are important in 
ponds because the fish population isn’t large and everything is a part of the food chain. By removing 
too many fish of one species for example, you could have certain types of aquatic insects flourish that 
could decimate important aquatic plants that provide breeding beds for those fish. Avoid using live 
minnows if possible: never dump left over minnows back into the pond. Most anglers will find great 
success using worms or lures as bait. 

One of the best features of ponds is that if you use polarized glasses on a very sunny day then you can 
get a good idea of what type of fish live in the pond. While most fish in a pond are relatively small, there 
is always one apex predator who is king of the pond. Quite often, that apex predator is a bass.  
 
Largemouth bass are one of the most popular game fish in North America. They are a species of black 
bass and considered to be an apex predator but they can be preyed upon by other fish and animals 
when a juvenile. Largemouth bass are olive green with dark strip in a jagged strip that is horizontal 
along each flank. They can live up to 16 years in the wild, reaching a maximum recorded length of 29.5 
inches and a weight of 22 pounds. Their diet consists of bait fish, crayfish, frogs, insects, scuds, small 
fish and snakes. They catch and eat prey that can be as large as 25 to 50% of their body length. 
 
Here are some suggestions for successful pond fishing from experienced anglers: 
 

 Look Around for Bait Ideas – Look around and see what fish might be feeding on in the pond that 
you’re fishing in. Try to catch one or more of the more common insects near the pond and use them as 
bait. Nothing works better than the natural prey of the fish you’re trying to catch. 
 

 Use a Short, Ultra-light Rod – Avoid using a rod over 6′ long when fishing in a pond, it will make life 
easier when trying to cast on or around structures where you think fish might be hiding. Also, by using 
an ultra-light rod you’ll be able to have more fun catching fish that may be smaller than they would be in 
a larger body of water. 
 

 Stay Hidden and Out of Sight – If you can see the fish then they can see you! In small bodies of water 
like a pond it’s not uncommon for fish to be able to see you. Vibrations travel farther in small ponds: 
even if fish can’t see you, they can tell someone is near the edge of the water. Try to walk up quietly 
and stay out of sight, and wear camouflage clothing that matches the local environment. 
 

 Use Temperature to Your Advantage – Fish like a specific type of water temperature because of the 
amount of oxygen in it, not to mention it’s what their body can tolerate. Streams and springs feeding  

 into a pond can provide water temperatures that might be more appealing to specific fish. 
 
 
 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4026.html


 
Those Doggone Harmful Algal Blooms – an Update 

 

Blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) blooms 
have been an increasing problem in the 
Finger Lakes and Great Lakes. 
  
Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) are 
overgrowths of cyanobacteria that cause 
water quality problems, including the 
occasional production of potent toxins that   
can poison people, pets, waterfowl and 
livestock. 
 
Blooms may look like foam, scum, or mats on 
the surface of fresh water lakes and ponds. 
The blooms can be blue, bright green, brown, 
or red and may look like paint floating on the 
water. Some blooms may not affect the 
appearance of the water. As algae in a 
cyanobacterial bloom die, the water may 
smell bad. 

 
Harmful algal blooms are most likely to occur after periods of warm, sunny and calm conditions during 
the summer and fall, with water temperatures between 60 - 80º F.  Stormwater runoff - which has been 
plentiful this year - washing nutrients into lakes greatly increases the probability of algae blooms.  
 
US Environmental Protection Agency has confirmed a rising number of harmful algal blooms both in this 
nation and worldwide. Satellite photographs of Lake Erie and the Baltic Sea during the summer of 2014 
showed large cyanobacteria blooms visible from space.  
 
Some cyanobacteria release toxins, others do not. A fast, accurate test for cyanotoxins doesn’t yet 
exist.  The methods currently used are time consuming and require specialized labs. Center for Disease 
Control budget cuts ended the Harmful Algae Bloom Illness Surveillance System program in 2012, so 
the extent of human illness caused by exposure to algal toxins in drinking and recreational waters is 
unknown.  
 
On July 7, 2015, EPA issued its first guidelines as benchmarks for water treatment operators in 
reference to algae toxins. The EPA's recommended limits for children younger than school age were  
0.3 parts per billion for microcystin and 0.7 ppb for cylindrospermopsin. For persons above that age, the 
thresholds were 1.6 ppb for microcystin and 3 ppb for cylindrospermopsin. A separate standard for 
young children exists because they drink more water per body weight than older children and adults. 
The thresholds are based on exposure for 10 days.  
 
There are also guidelines from the World Health Organization, Canada, Brazil, and Australia that public 
health agencies can follow to make decisions about allowing access to drinking water sources and 
recreational areas with ongoing HABs. HAB toxins are colorless, water soluble, powerful, fast-acting 
and have no known antidotes. The toxins are released as toxic cyanobacteria die off, or are consumed. 
 
Reports of pets becoming ill or dying after swimming have become increasingly common, according to 
Dr. David McNeill, NY Sea Grant ecosystem specialist.  Dogs are particularly vulnerable as they are 
likely to swim in water that humans would avoid, drink from such water, lick wet fur, and are attracted to 
algae-laden debris on shore.    
 
 



 
There are at least three types of toxins produced by cyanobacteria: liver toxins, nerve toxins and skin 
toxins:  
 

• Liver toxins cause most cases of acute canine illness. Symptoms may include vomiting, 
diarrhea, jaundice, tender bellies, dark or reduced urine production, liver damage and 
hemorrhages. 
 

• Nerve toxins can lead to stumbling, seizures, paralysis, disorientation, inactivity, elevated heart 
rate and respiratory failure.   
 

• Skin toxins cause rashes and hives, seizures and excessive drooling. 
 
Symptoms can occur within 30 minutes to a few hours after exposure, depending on the size of the 
animal, (dogs of less than 40 pounds are expected to be more vulnerable)   the type of toxin, the toxin 
concentration and how much toxin the dog has ingested. 
 
In severe cases, dogs can show signs of cyanobacterial poisoning within a few minutes and can die 
within an hour of toxin exposure.   Repeated exposure to low levels of toxins can also lead to health 
problems over time.   If you suspect your dog has been exposed to cyanobacterial toxins, seek 
immediate veterinary care. 
 
To reduce the risk of cyanobacteria poisoning to your pet: 

• Keep your dog on a leash near shorelines. 
• Don’t let dogs wade, drink the water, eat or walk in beach debris. 
• Remove your dog from the water immediately if it goes in. 
• Don’t let them lick their fur or paws after getting out of the water. 
• Rinse or wash them thoroughly with fresh water from a safe source (e.g. garden hose)  

if possible, otherwise remove the algae with a towel or rag. 
• Use rubber gloves during the pet cleaning, if possible, to protect yourself. 
• Dry thoroughly with a clean towel or rag. 
• Wash your hands with fresh water. 
• Watch the animal closely for any of the symptoms listed above.  

 

 

24 Hour Pet Poison Hotlines: 

Animal Poison Control Center: 800-213-6680 
($39 per incident fee) 
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

 

ASPCA 888-426-4435 ($65 consultation fee) 
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-
control 

 

    
  

 

http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control


 
Ontario County SWCD Staff Directory                     
 
Senior District Manager: 
 Patrick J. Emerick – CPESC, CPSWQ, CMS4S 
  Administration 
  Soil Erosion Control 
  Streambank Stabilization 

   Water Resources Council 
District Clerk/Treasurer/Secretary 
 Elaine Borgeest 

Fish Stocking Program 
Senior Conservation Technician 
                Megan Webster 
Conservation Educator 
 Edith Davey 
  Education & Training Programs 
  Website & Newsletter         
Conservation District Technician 
 Tad Gerace 

 Onsite Wastewater Systems 
 Tree and Shrub Sale 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspector 
 George Barden - CPESC 
  Onsite Wastewater Systems 
 Jamie Noga 
  Administrative Assistant 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Farmers interested in the Agricultural Environmental 
Management Program  can contact 

Ontario County SWCD   585-396-1450 
 The Tier 1 assessment form may be found on our website: 

www.ontswcd.com or obtained at the SWCD office. 
 

Our Sponsors 
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